
Statistilite No.44
Israel

Central Bureau
of Statistics

WOMEN
MENand

June 2004

ISRAELin

� The share of women out of all licensed drivers rose from 28% in 1980
to 39% in 2002 (45% of the persons who received a driving license in 2002).

� 81% of men and 73% of women aged 20 and over have a cellular
phone.

� Women call relatives more often than men.

19. Usage of computers and of the internet (in a month),
      percentages of persons aged 20 and over, 2002
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� Of all persons elected to the present Knesset (the Israeli parliament)
women constitute 15% (6% to 10%, in the past). The current rate is similar to
the world average for women members of parliaments.
Women constitute 48% of all judges, 39% of all active lawyers and 22% of
all policemen.
Sources: The Knesset, The Courts Administration, The Israel Bar Association, The Israeli
Police.

20. Frequency of phone calls to relatives who live elsewhere, percentages
      of persons aged 20 and over, 2002
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� Cohabitation rate in Israel is low (less than 3% of all couples cohabit,
compared to 8%, on average, in West European countires) and nuptiality
rate is high. 96% of the  persons aged 45 and over have married at least once.
Age at first marriage has been rising but is still 3-4 years lower than in western
countries (approximately 24 for women and 27 for men in Israel).
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�  Aging is faster in the Jewish sector than in the Arab sector, mainly as a
result of the lower fertility of the Jewish population. 13.3% of the Jewish women
compared to 3.5% of the Arab women are aged 65 and over; for men the
figures are 10.2% and 2.8%, respectively.

3. Persons aged 65 and over, by marital status, 2000

DEMOGRAPHIC  FEATURES

�  At the end of 2002, there were 3,358,800 women (50.7%) and 3,272,300
men living in Israel -103 women per 100 men (104 women per 100 men in
the Jewish sector; 96 women per 100 men in the Arab sector). Among the
immigrants from the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States), the sex
ratio reaches 115 women per 100 men.

1. Population by gender and age (thousands), and sex ratio* by age, 2002

�  Compared to Western countries, in Israel the pace of aging is slow. The
share of persons aged 65 and over in Israel is 11.2% for women and 8.5% for
men, compared to approximately 20% for women and 15% for men in Western
countries.

2. Persons aged 65 and over in selected countries (%), 2002

Age

Women

IN  THE  FAMILY

�  Divorce in the Jewish population is more frequent than in the past, though
less frequent than in Western countries. Of all Jewish couples married in 1992-
1993, 11% divorced after 7 years of marriage, compared with 8% for those
who married in 1984-1985 and 6% for those married in 1968-1971.

� Fertility level in Israel is almost double the average for Western countries.

5. Average number of children per woman, by religion, 1970-1974, 2000

�  The share of births to women aged 35 and over of all births has risen from
9% in 1980 to 16% in 2002.
Single-parent families (youngest child aged 0-17) comprise 11% of all families
with children. Families of immigrants from the CIS constitute a third of all single-
parent families.
� 5.7% of all men and 9.2% of all women aged 15 and over lived alone (57%
of the women and 26% of the men are 65 years old and over).
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6. Average number of children per woman, selected countries, 2001

� Women visit physicians more frequently than men: 8.0 visits a year per
woman and 6.2 per man. Women report a higher level of morbidity from
hypertension and diabetes than men. Men report greater myocardial
infarction morbidity. Asthma morbidity is slightly higher among men, mainly
among the young (1999/2000 survey).
� 39% of women and 45% of men defined the state of their health as �very
good� (2002 survey).
� The percentage of men aged 20 years and over who smoke at least one
cigarette a day (34%) is more than double that of women (15%). Among
both women and men who went to school for at least 9 years, smoking
declines as level of education increases. The less educated are generally
older people, who are relatively light smokers.

HEALTH

�  In 2001, life expectancy at birth was 77.3 years for men (72.7 in 1980-
1984) and 81.2 years for women (76.1 in 1980-1984).

7. Life Expectancy, selected countries, 2002

8. Life Expectancy, by population group, 1981, 2001

Men

Jews ArabsJews Arabs

�  Men�s life expectancy in several Arab countries is: 68.8 years in Syria,
68.6 in Jordan, 65.3 in Egypt and 59.1 in Iraq, and women�s: 73.6 in Syria, 73.3
in Jordan, 69.0 in Egypt and 63.1 in Iraq.

9. Persons aged 20 and over who smoke at least one cigarette a day, by
    years of schooling (%), 1999/2000

WomenMen

EDUCATION

�  Four decades ago a larger share of men (11%) than of women (7%)
had more than 12 years of schooling. By 2002 these shares reached 39%
among both men and women.
� 62% of women and 55% of men who ever attended school have a
matriculation certificate or a higher certificate.
� In the Hebrew education system, school enrollment rate for girls at
ages 14-17 exceeded that of boys� already in 1970; in the Arab education
system the girls� advantage dates from the 1990s.

10. School enrollment rates at ages 14-17, percent of age group,
      1970-2002

�  About 60% of the girls and almost 50% of the boys in grade 12 are
entitled to a matriculation certificate.
� 55% of the girls and 50% of the boys who graduated from high school
in 1994 entered post-secondary or higher education within eight years
of graduation.
� In 2003, there were 107,000 female and 83,000 male students in
universities (excluding the Open University) and academic colleges.Women
constituted 56% of all first-degree students (54% in 1990), 57% of all
second-degree students (50% in 1990) and 53% of all third-degree students
(41% in 1990).

11. Percentage of women among students in universities and academic
      colleges, 1983-2003

12. Percentage of women among first degree students in universities
      and academic colleges, by field of study, 2003

Humanities, excluding Education

Education

Social sciences

Business & Administrative sciences

Law

Medicine & Paramedical Studies

Mathematics, Statistics, Computer sciences

Physical Sciences

Biological Sciences

Agriculture

Engineering and Architecture

Women

5

10

15

20

25
ÌÈ˘ÌÈ¯·‚

}
}
}
}

}

}
}

}
}

•

WomenMen Greece
Italy

Sweden

Belgium
Spain

Denemark
France

Great Britain
Germany

Portugal

Austria
Netherlands
Switzerland

USA
Canada

Israel

France
Switzerland
Greece
Great Britain

Denmark
Portugal

Netherlands

USA

Canada
Israel

Germany
Italy
Sweden

Belgium
Austria
Spain

4. Average age at first marriage, by religion, 1970, 2001
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� Cohabitation rate in Israel is low (less than 3% of all couples cohabit,
compared to 8%, on average, in West European countires) and nuptiality
rate is high. 96% of the  persons aged 45 and over have married at least once.
Age at first marriage has been rising but is still 3-4 years lower than in western
countries (approximately 24 for women and 27 for men in Israel).
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�  Aging is faster in the Jewish sector than in the Arab sector, mainly as a
result of the lower fertility of the Jewish population. 13.3% of the Jewish women
compared to 3.5% of the Arab women are aged 65 and over; for men the
figures are 10.2% and 2.8%, respectively.

3. Persons aged 65 and over, by marital status, 2000

DEMOGRAPHIC  FEATURES

�  At the end of 2002, there were 3,358,800 women (50.7%) and 3,272,300
men living in Israel -103 women per 100 men (104 women per 100 men in
the Jewish sector; 96 women per 100 men in the Arab sector). Among the
immigrants from the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States), the sex
ratio reaches 115 women per 100 men.

1. Population by gender and age (thousands), and sex ratio* by age, 2002

�  Compared to Western countries, in Israel the pace of aging is slow. The
share of persons aged 65 and over in Israel is 11.2% for women and 8.5% for
men, compared to approximately 20% for women and 15% for men in Western
countries.

2. Persons aged 65 and over in selected countries (%), 2002
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IN  THE  FAMILY

�  Divorce in the Jewish population is more frequent than in the past, though
less frequent than in Western countries. Of all Jewish couples married in 1992-
1993, 11% divorced after 7 years of marriage, compared with 8% for those
who married in 1984-1985 and 6% for those married in 1968-1971.

� Fertility level in Israel is almost double the average for Western countries.

5. Average number of children per woman, by religion, 1970-1974, 2000

�  The share of births to women aged 35 and over of all births has risen from
9% in 1980 to 16% in 2002.
Single-parent families (youngest child aged 0-17) comprise 11% of all families
with children. Families of immigrants from the CIS constitute a third of all single-
parent families.
� 5.7% of all men and 9.2% of all women aged 15 and over lived alone (57%
of the women and 26% of the men are 65 years old and over).
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6. Average number of children per woman, selected countries, 2001

� Women visit physicians more frequently than men: 8.0 visits a year per
woman and 6.2 per man. Women report a higher level of morbidity from
hypertension and diabetes than men. Men report greater myocardial
infarction morbidity. Asthma morbidity is slightly higher among men, mainly
among the young (1999/2000 survey).
� 39% of women and 45% of men defined the state of their health as �very
good� (2002 survey).
� The percentage of men aged 20 years and over who smoke at least one
cigarette a day (34%) is more than double that of women (15%). Among
both women and men who went to school for at least 9 years, smoking
declines as level of education increases. The less educated are generally
older people, who are relatively light smokers.

HEALTH

�  In 2001, life expectancy at birth was 77.3 years for men (72.7 in 1980-
1984) and 81.2 years for women (76.1 in 1980-1984).

7. Life Expectancy, selected countries, 2002

8. Life Expectancy, by population group, 1981, 2001
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�  Men�s life expectancy in several Arab countries is: 68.8 years in Syria,
68.6 in Jordan, 65.3 in Egypt and 59.1 in Iraq, and women�s: 73.6 in Syria, 73.3
in Jordan, 69.0 in Egypt and 63.1 in Iraq.

9. Persons aged 20 and over who smoke at least one cigarette a day, by
    years of schooling (%), 1999/2000
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EDUCATION

�  Four decades ago a larger share of men (11%) than of women (7%)
had more than 12 years of schooling. By 2002 these shares reached 39%
among both men and women.
� 62% of women and 55% of men who ever attended school have a
matriculation certificate or a higher certificate.
� In the Hebrew education system, school enrollment rate for girls at
ages 14-17 exceeded that of boys� already in 1970; in the Arab education
system the girls� advantage dates from the 1990s.

10. School enrollment rates at ages 14-17, percent of age group,
      1970-2002

�  About 60% of the girls and almost 50% of the boys in grade 12 are
entitled to a matriculation certificate.
� 55% of the girls and 50% of the boys who graduated from high school
in 1994 entered post-secondary or higher education within eight years
of graduation.
� In 2003, there were 107,000 female and 83,000 male students in
universities (excluding the Open University) and academic colleges.Women
constituted 56% of all first-degree students (54% in 1990), 57% of all
second-degree students (50% in 1990) and 53% of all third-degree students
(41% in 1990).

11. Percentage of women among students in universities and academic
      colleges, 1983-2003

12. Percentage of women among first degree students in universities
      and academic colleges, by field of study, 2003
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4. Average age at first marriage, by religion, 1970, 2001
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