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DEMOGRAPHIC FEATURES

@ At the end of 2002, there were 3,358,800 women (50.7%) and 3,272,300
men living in Israel -103 women per 100 men (104 women per 100 men in
the Jewish sector; 96 women per 100 men in the Arab sector). Among the
immigrants from the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States), the sex
ratio reaches 115 women per 100 men.

1. Population by gender and age (thousands), and sex ratio* by age, 2002

Sex ratio Age

166 85+
137 80-84
147 75-79
130 70-74
65-69
60-64
55-59

*Women per 100 men

@ Compared to Western countries, in Israel the pace of aging is slow. The
share of persons aged 65 and over in Israel is 11.2% for women and 8.5% for
men, compared to approximately 20% for women and 15% for men in Western
countries.

2. Persons aged 65 and over in selected countries (%), 2002
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@ Aging is faster in the Jewish sector than in the Arab sector, mainly as a
result of the lower fertility of the Jewish population. 13.3% of the Jewish women
compared to 3.5% of the Arab women are aged 65 and over; for men the
figures are 10.2% and 2.8%, respectively.

3. Persons aged 65 and over, by marital status, 2000
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IN THE FAMILY

@ Conhabitation rate in Israel is low (less than 3% of all couples cohabit,
compared to 8%, on average, in West European countires) and nuptiality
rate is high. 96% of the persons aged 45 and over have married at least once.
Age at first marriage has been rising but is still 3-4 years lower than in western
countries (approximately 24 for women and 27 for men in Israel).

4. Average age at first marriage, by religion, 1970, 2001
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@ Divorce in the Jewish population is more frequent than in the past, though
less frequent than in Western countries. Of all Jewish couples married in 1992-
1993, 11% divorced after 7 years of marriage, compared with 8% for those
who married in 1984-1985 and 6% for those married in 1968-1971.

@ Fertility level in Israel is almost double the average for Western countries.
5. Average number of children per woman, by religion, 1970-1974, 2000
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@ The share of births to women aged 35 and over of all births has risen from
9% in 1980 to 16% in 2002.

Single-parent families (youngest child aged 0-17) comprise 11% of all families
with children. Families of immigrants from the CIS constitute a third of all single-
parent families.

@ 5.7% of allmen and 9.2% of all women aged 15 and over lived alone (57%
of the women and 26% of the men are 65 years old and over).

6. Average number of children per woman, selected countries, 2001
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Men Women

853 835 833 83.0 826 825 823 822 817 812 811 805
784 780 77.9 717 773 77.2 768 764 76.4 760 75.9 758
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