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Selected Data for International Women’s Day 2011
· At the beginning of 2010 there were 2,788,800 women aged 15 and over living in Israel; among them more than 15% were women aged 65 and over, and 7.5% were aged 75 and over. The male population stood at 2,654,625, while the proportion of men aged 65 and over and 75 and over was lower compared to women: 12% and 5.5%, respectively. 
· Approximately 156,500 women gave birth during 2009. The average number of children that a woman in Israel is expected to give birth to during her lifetime (total fertility rate) is 3.0, higher than that existing in the member countries of the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), which is 1.6. The fertility of Muslim women declined from an average of 4.7 to an average of 3.7 children per woman (this decline occurred entirely since 2000).
· In 2008, there were 19,638 applications from women to the Abortion Committees for terminating pregnancies. 98.6% of them were approved by the Committees. 11.1 of all 100 known pregnancies concluded in an initiated termination of the pregnancy. Among the total applications approved by the Committees (19,362) – 52% were supported by the legal clause of a pregnancy originating from prohibited relations or extra-marital relations, 18.8% by the clause of a suspicion of a physical defect in the fetus, 18.5% by the clause of danger to the woman's health, and only 10.7% by the clause pertaining to the woman's age. 
· The age at which women give birth rose due to the rise in the age of marriage, among other things. In 2009, the average age of women who gave birth to their first child was 27.0. 
· 50,038 women were married in 2008; 44,870 of them (about 90%) were married for the first time, the average age of a woman's first marriage stood at 24.7. By comparison, in 1995 the average age was 23.4 years and in 1980 it was 22.4. The average age of the first marriage of Jewish brides (25.7) and Christian brides (24.9) was higher compared to that of Muslim brides (21.3) and Druze brides (22.5). Of all women and men aged 45 and over, about 95% were married at least once. 
· The extent of divorce in Israel grew. In 2008, 13,488 women were divorced; the average age of women who were divorced was 38.1. Among the Jewish couples who married in Israel during the years 1968 - 1971, 7% were divorced by the end of eight years of marriage; among those who have been married for about three decades, 13% were divorced after the same number of years of marriage.
· Age composition and family status: Until age 37, the number of males exceeded the number of females. From age 38 and over, the sex ratio was reversed and there were more women than men. The surplus increased as a result of age due to the higher life expectancy of women: 83 years versus 79.1 for men. Five years ago the trend reversed earlier, and at age 34 there was already a surplus of women. 
· The percentage of never-married women in cities (those with over one hundred thousand inhabitants): The highest percentage was in Tel Aviv in the 25-34 age group: 53% (men – 72%), in Ramat Gan about 39% (men – 61%), and in Haifa – 35% (men – 58%). In the towns of Ashdod and Bnei Brak, the never-married singles in the 25-34 age group was the lowest, 19% (men – 41%) and 18% (men – 22%), respectively. 
· Up to age 35 the percentage of unmarried men (single, divorced, or widowed) was higher than the percentage of unmarried women (single, divorced, or widowed); afterwards, the trend was reversed. The gap increased with an increase in age. Five years ago the trend reversed at an earlier age, after the age 33. 

· Approximately 966,000 women were mothers of children up to age 17. Approximately 95,000 of them are lone-parent mothers. 

· The percentage of Jewish mothers of children up to age 17 (about 11%) who are heads of lone-parent families was higher than that of Arab mothers (about 5%). 

· The life expectancy of women in Israel in 2009 stood at 83.5 years and of men - 79.7 years. The life expectancy of Jewish women was 83.9 years, and of Arab women - 80.7. Among men, life expectancy of Jews was 80.5 years and among the Arabs - 76.3. In the last decade life expectancy increased among women and among men by 3.1 years. The difference in life expectancy between women and men in 2009 was 3.8 years. In the last decade, there was a trend of reduction in the gap between the life expectancy of women and men, although among the Arabs, the trend over the past decade was an expansion in the gap between the life expectancy of men and women and it increased from 3.2 years to 4.4 years. The difference in life expectancy between men and women in Israel was among the lowest in the OECD countries. The difference in 2008 was 3.7 years, while the range in the OECD countries was from 3.5 (Iceland) to 10.6 (Estonia), and the average was 5.6 years. 
· International comparison with OECD countries: Regarding life expectancy at birth in 2008, Israeli women ranked in 12th place, together with women in Norway, Canada and Iceland. The life expectancy of Israeli women was 3.1 years lower than Japan, the leading nation, and about two and a half years lower than women in Switzerland, Spain and France, which were ranked after Japan. By comparison, Israeli men retained a very high position. Their life expectancy was only 0.7 years lower than that of men in Switzerland, the leading nation. 
· In 2009, a woman visited a doctor close to 7 times a year, about 1.5 visits more than a man. At the ages of 25-44 (the main reproductive ages), women's average visits to doctors per year was almost double that of men (6.0 versus 3.4). 

· Smoking: In 2009, among those aged 20 and over, approximately 13% of women and approximately 28% of men reported that they smoked at least one cigarette a day. Jewish women smoked more than Arab women - 14% versus 4%, respectively. The ratio was the reverse regarding men: Smoking was more common among Arab men (45%) than Jewish men (25%). Compared to 2000, there was a decline in the percentage of smokers in both sexes. In 2000, 15% of women smoked (17% among Jewish women and 4% among Arab women), and 34% of men (31% among Jews and 49% among Arabs). 
· Physical activity - women engaged in less physical activity than men. In 2009, 19% of women compared with 22% of men aged 25 and over were engaged in physical activity 3 times a week or more, at least 30 minutes each time. The rate of those engaged in physical activities increased in the 65-74 age group.
· The participation rate of women aged 15 and over in the civilian labour force in Israel (labour force includes employed and unemployed persons) continued to rise steadily and in 2010 reached 52.7% (48.2% in 2001). Among men the rate was 62.2%. 
· During 2010 the work force grew by 39,400 men and 34,900 women, i.e., women accounted for 47% of the growth. The labour force participation rate of women is steadily increasing. In 1990, women in the labour force were 41% of all the women aged 15 and over, in 2009 the proportion reached 52%.
· Percentage of unemployed females in the civilian labour force decreased from 7.6% in 2009 to 6.5% in 2010. 
· 92% of employed women are employees compared to 83% among men.

· 40% of the employed women worked in part-time work (1-34 hours per week), more than double the rate among men (18%); among Arab women the percentage of those employed in part-time work was (43%) and among Jewish women it was 39%. In 2010 the employed men worked an average of 41.0 hours a week, and employed women worked 31.1 hours. 
· The total of all the weekly working hours that all the employed women worked in 2009 was 41 million - 40% of the total weekly work hours in the economy.
· The civilian labour force participation rate of single-parent mothers was 76.3% in 2010 - higher than the rate among married mothers - 68.3%. Also, the percentage of unemployed single-parent mothers was higher than among married mothers - 9.8% versus 4.9%, respectively. 

· The two main employment sectors of women were education (21%) and health services, welfare and social work (17%); the two main employment sectors for men were manufacturing (20%) and business services (16%). 
· 93,000 women worked in high tech in 2010, and they constitute 35.6% of those employed in this field. 
· The proportion of women among academic professionals increased significantly from 1990 to 2010: from 39.7% to 47.5%. Especially noticeable is that the proportion of women managers among the managers doubled in that same period (from 16% in 1990 to 32.9% in 2010).
· The average gross monthly income from employment of male employees in 2009 was NIS 9,526, and a female employee's income was NIS 6,280. In other words, a woman's income was 66% of a man's income. In the last twenty years the gap in the monthly income between the sexes has been reduced. At the beginning of the 1990's, a female employee's income was 57% of a man's income and from 2002 the ratio increased and was more than 60%.
· A part of the gap between the sexes in monthly income stems from the difference between the work assignments of women and men. Male employees work an average of 45 hours a week and female employees – 36 hours. When one calculates the income for an hour of work the gap between the sexes decreases. In 2009 the average gross income per work hour of a male employee was NIS 50.4, and of a female employee NIS 42.6, i.e., the income per work hour was 85% of a man's income. In the course of the years the gap in income per hour between men and women has been decreasing. 
· In the hierarchy of employees by monthly income level, women constitute 68% of the lowest decile and only 26% of the top decile. 

· Income for a work hour of those who studied 16 years or more, men and women, was twice of those who studied 11-12 years. The income gender gap exists at all levels of education. The income of women who studied 16 years or more is 80% of the income of men who have the same level of education. 
· The risk of living in poverty: In Israel, as European Union countries, women are at a greater risk of living in poor households.
 In 2008, 30% of the women aged 18-64 were at risk of poverty compared to 29% of the men in these ages. 
· Investigations over the years show that the percentage of those entitled to a matriculation certificate is higher among young women than among young men: In 2009, the percentage of matriculation certificate recipients reached 60% among girls compared with 48% among boys who studied in the 12th grade. The percentage of those who met university entrance requirements, who are the potential candidates for higher education, was higher among young women as well, and reached 50% among young women compared to 41% among young men.

· The gap between female and male students is more prominent in the Arab education sector: 54% of the girls compared with 35% of the boys in the 12th grade were entitled to a matriculation certificate, whereas in the Hebrew education system the gap was 62% to 51%, respectively. However, the percentage of those who met university entrance requirements in the Arab educational system came to 41% of the girls compared to 27% of the boys, whereas in the Hebrew education system to the gap was 52% of the girls compared to 44% of the boys. 

· The percentage of referrals to the social services departments was higher among women than among men (180 per 1,000 women compared to 157 per 1,000 men), in all age groups, except children up to age 14.
· The most common "need"
 of women treated by the social service departments is "persons with disabilities" (which includes "problems arising from old age," "elderly persons requiring long term care," and "problems arising from chronic diseases"), and this is the only need in which the percentage of all the needy people, as defined, is higher among women than among men (40% versus 35%, respectively). The next most common need is "family dysfunction" (which includes "education and behavioral problems of children," "relationship problems between parents and children" and "personal problems"), and the third most common is "poverty and difficulties of income" (that includes "problems arising from low income level" and "lack of income from work").
· Balance between work and family among working women - 43% of working women who have children under 18, reported that they have trouble functioning in the family due to work commitment compared with 50% of working men; 30% of working women who have children under the age of 18 felt that they do not spend enough time with their children, compared with 45% of the men; 35% of working women felt that do not devote enough time to their spouses, compared to 44% of men who reported that they feel they do not devote enough time to their spouse. 

· The public's attitudes about work and integration with family life - 84% agreed that both spouses should contribute to household income: 86% of the women and 82% of the  men; 80% agreed that spouses who work should carry the housework burden equally: 81% of the women and 79% of the men; 76% agreed that family life is often harmed by the long working hours of the man: 74% of the women and 78% of the men; 70% agreed that young children often suffer when the mother works: 69% of the women and 71% of the men. 
· Driving: In 2009 there were approximately two million men and 1.4 million women that have driver's licenses (drivers). The proportion of women among all drivers rose from 34% in 1990 to 42% in 2009; women constituted 44% of all drivers in the Jewish population and in Arab population - 32%.
· In 2009, women were about 24% of the drivers involved in road accidents and about 26% of those killed - a significantly smaller percentage than their proportion in the population.

· Women constitute 11% of all driving license holders for motorcycles, and 2% of the taxi license holders. 

�  The population at risk of poverty, as defined by the European Union, includes people belonging to households with disposable income per standard person of less than 60% of the median disposable income per standard person of the general population. A standard person is a single person in a household whose expenditures were estimated considering the diminishing economic weight of each additional person. This approach ascribes to each additional person in the family a smaller marginal impact in terms of the burden on the family budget.


�  Need is defined as the reason the individual is referred to the departments of social services. The entire family is registered, whether they are categorized as needy or not, when at least one person is considered needy in the family.  
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