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Since the 90's the national expenditure on civilian R&D in Israel
has grown from an average of 2.5% of the  GDP in 1990-1994, 
to an  average of 4.7% in 2000-2004. It has been exceptionally
high in recent years, compared to OECD countries.
A major part of R&D - 75% - is performed by the business sector.

High technology exports in 2004 amounted to 48% of total export of 
goods by Israel, a high rate compared to most OECD countries.

ICT industries are especially important in Israel, and in recent years their 
value added has risen to approximately 13% of the GDP - a high share 
compared to most OECD countries.

This leaflet contains diagrams which are presented in four chapters:

A. Infrastructure of Knowledge in the Economy - Research and 
Development and Human Capital.

B. Information and Communications Technologies - ICT.
C. Manufacturing Production, by Technological Intensity, 

and Transactions Abroad.
D. Involvement of Households in the "New Economy".

List of abbreviations

R&D – Research and Development

GDP – Gross Domestic Product

OECD – Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

ICT – Information and Communications Technologies
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11. Recipients of Third Degrees1, as a Percentage of their Age Group in the General Population2

2002
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12. Women Recipients of Third Degrees, as a Percentage of Total Recipients of Third Degrees 
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13. Recipients of Degrees in Science and Engineering, as a Percentage of Total Degree Recipients 
2001

N
or

w
ay

D
en

m
ar

k

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es

A
us

tr
al

ia

Is
ra

el

O
EC

D
 (a

ve
ra

ge
)

M
ex

ic
o

EU
 (a

ve
ra

ge
)

Ita
ly

Sp
ai

n

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ub

lic

Ja
pa

n

Ire
la

nd

A
us

tr
ia

Fi
nl

an
d

U
ni

te
d 

K
in

gd
om

Sw
itz

er
la

nd

Fr
an

ce

Sw
ed

en

G
er

m
an

y

K
or

ea

3.0
2.5
2.0
1.5
1.0
0.5
0.0

60
50
40
30
20
10

0

50

40

30

20

10

0

Recipients of third degrees in science and engineering

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
s

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
s

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
s

Science Engineering

1In Israel only recipients of third degrees are included, while in some countries (like Sweden) students attending advanced 
 research programs are also included.
2The data for Israel refer to an academic year and to the 30-39 age group. For other countries the age group is 25-34.

Infrastructure of Knowledge in the Economy -
Research and Development and Human Capital



9

14. Researcher Positions in the Business Sector, per 1,000 Employed 
Persons in the Labour Force 

2001
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16. ICT Exports, as a Percentage of Total ICT Output
1997-2004
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