& ab o5

Central Bureau of ]
State of Israel Statistics Yad Tabenkin

9 WIILSILVLS

Yohanan Simon, An evening on the kibbutz, 1947

KIBBUTZIM



DoatAation

P> The first kibbutz was founded on 1908. By the end of 1948 there were 54,200
people (6% of the population) living on 177 kibbutzim*. At the end of 1998

there were 267 kibbutzim with 115,500 inhabitants - 2% of the population.
* Plural of kibbutz in Hebrew.

P> The population of the kibbutzim increased until the late 1980s: since then it
has been decreasing. The immigrants of 1990-1991 who settled on kibbuzim
halted this trend temporarily. During 1992-1998 the population of the kibbutzim
decreased by approximately 14,000 persons (-11%). During this period the
Jewish population of Israel increased by 15% (the total population - by 19%).

Kibbutz population, 1968-1998
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P> In 1998 the population of the kibbutzim decreased by 700 persons.

Main components of population change, 1998

Born Died
1,700 800
Entered from other localities in Israel
4,200

Left for other localities in Israel
| 8,000

New immigrants
2,600

P> The kibbutz population is aging; that most of the leavers are young accelerates
this process. Between 1988 and 1998, the median age increased by 2.9 years
(1.8 years in the Jewish population as a whole); the number of children aged
0-4 decreased by 30% and that of persons aged 65+ increased by 10%.

Number of kibbutzim by district, 1998

Tel Aviv District 1
Jerusalem District 8

Northern District 130

Southern District 65



P> The net domestic product from kibbutz agriculture increased over the years,
as with Israeli agriculture in general; however, its proportion of the total product
decreased, in view of the relatively greater increase in other product components
(particularly the industrial product), and the decline in the relative price of
agricultural products.

> The share of the kibbutzim in the gross value added of agriculture has decreased
since the early eighties due to the decrease in field crops, primarily cotton.

Kibbutz agriculture as a percentage of agriculture in Israel, 1997

Value added of agricultural output T 33%
Persons employed in agriculture on kibbutzim [ 27%
Agricultural land EE—— 38%
Fruit plantations N 20%
Of these: citrus T 18%
Field crops I 49%
Vegetables N 36%
Fish ponds [ 97%
Cattle I 38Y%
Milk e 51%
Eggs B 3%
Water use [ 49%

> Israel’s agricultural land, aside from that of the kibbutzim, is divided as follows:
38% in moshavim and collective moshavim, 9% in private ownership and other
entities in the Jewish sector, and 15% in the Arab sector.

P> Following the decrease in the profitability of agriculture, the number of kibbutz
members working in this branch decreased. This was accompanied by an increase
in the number of employees.

P 549% of the value of the kibbutz agricultural output is from livestock, and 46%
from crops.

Agricultural land of kibbutzim, 1997 Fish ponds 2%

24%
Natural pasture

Crops 63%

P> Over the years, the field crops branch in the kibbutzim has decreased (primarily
due to the decrease in cottom growing), even though it has remained the largest
branch; the proportion of the vegetable, potatoes and melons branch has
increased. The flowers branch has grown rapidly, even though it is still only a
small part of all crops.

Crop land in kibbutzim, 1987-1997 83%

- 1987 12% 5%

Fruit Field crops Vegetables, Flowers
plantations potatoes and melons




