EU TWINNING PROJECT

Support to the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics
in aligning official Statistics with European and
international standards, guidelines and best practices

This project is funded by the European Union and implemented by
the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics and Statistics Denmark
assisted by experts from the Netherlands, United Kingdom and Poland
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EUROPEAN UNION &
ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP

The European Union (EU) and Israel share a long
common history, marked by growing interdependence
and cooperation. Over five decades trade, cultural
exchanges and political cooperation have cemented this
partnership, which began with a Cooperation Agreement
signed as far back as 1975. In 2000, the Cooperation
Agreement was replaced by an Association Agreement.

In May 2004, the EU adapted a new framework for
its relations with neighbouring countries, including
Israel. In a communication entitled “Wider Europe —
Neighbourhood: A New Framework for the Relations with
our Eastern and Southern Neighbours”, the European
Commission stated that the objective of the so-called
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) is to develop an



area of prosperity and anchor a 'ring of friends' with
whom the EU can enjoy close, peaceful and fruitful
relations. The central element of the ENP is the bilateral
ENP Action Plans, which are agreed on between the EU
and each partner.

Among other aspects, the Israel Action Plan' specifically
lists increased awareness of EU and international
statistical methods in relevant statistical areas, in
addition to the possibility of further harmonization with
international standards and classifications.

For further details on the EU/Israel Action Plan
please consult:
www.eeas.europa.eu/israel/index_en.htm

TAction Plan 2011-2012 (Israel) and Support to the ENP Action Plan 2013 (Israel)
(ENPI/2011/023-121; ENPI/2012/024-115)



TWINNING

SHARING EXPERTISE
& INFORMATION

Twinning is a European Union instrument for institutional
cooperation between public administrations of EU
Member States and similar institutions in partner
countries. Twinning projects bring together public sector
expertise from EU Member States and partner countries,
with the aim of achieving concrete mandatory operational
results through peer-to-peer activities. Thus Twinning is
based on partnership and genuine cooperation between
equal partners.



TWINNING

EUROPEAN UNION
TWINNING PROJECT ON STATISTICS

The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (ICBS) has partnered with
Statistics Denmark to implement a 24-month Twinning project with the
assistance of experts at Statistics Netherlands, the Central Statistical
Office of Poland, and the Office of National Statistics in the UK. The
overall objective of the Twinning Project is for the ICBS to align official
Israeli statistics with standards, guidelines, and best practices from the
European Union and from international organizations.

The Twinning Project includes four components:

o Quality management of official statistics
e Micro-data services to researchers

o Infrastructures for agricultural statistics

6 Methodological and geo-spatial tools for improving the
quality and the efficiency of field surveys



THE WORKING METHODS

The results of the project will be obtained through the general working
principle of dialogue between equal partners.

Transfer of knowledge, including experience with EU regulations on
statistics, will take place through seminars and workshops which will
be conducted in Israel during the course of the Twinning Project.
Furthermore, study visits to EU Member States will be organized within
each component in order to exchange experiences and learn about
best practices in the European Union. Finally, the project will include
training courses e.g. an introductory course to the Code of Practice
for Statistics (CoP) - a standard that sets the principle for developing,
producing, and disseminating statistics.

In order to manage the project, a Twinning Team has been established.
The"backbone” of the team consists of a long-term expert from Denmark
(RTA - Resident Twinning Adviser), as well as an Israeli RTA Counterpart
and a local RTA Assistant. They work together with a number of other
experts from EU Member States.

In addition, the Twinning Project will cooperate with a number of other
government agencies and with other public institutions in Israel that
are under the Statistics Ordinance and who are also authorized to
produce official statistics. These institutions are considered to be the
main stakeholders that can benefit from the Twinning Project through
better coordination and improved national statistics, which in turn will
benefit all users of statistics in Israel and abroad.



THE WORKING METHODS

A stepwise approach is taken in implementing activities of the Twinning
Project and reaching the mandatory results:
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FIGURE 1: Methodology for implementation of activities and achievement
of mandatory results:

The following pages present the background, justification, and most
significant expected results of the Twinning Project.



COMPONENT

A

Official statistics in Israel are mainly produced by the ICBS, but also by
Ministries and by national institutions. Together, these bodies form the
National Statistical System (NSS). However, there is a need to align the
statistics produced with international standards.

QUALITY MANAGEMENT OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

An outcome of the previous Twinning Project (2013-2014) between
Statistics Denmark and the ICBS was the realization that the ICBS
and the NSS should develop the necessary technical and legal
infrastructures for modernizing the processes of producing official
statistics. The modernization process should strive to adopt relevant
European standards, as well as other international standards such
as the European Statistics Code of Practice (ES CoP). The ES CoP was
formally adopted by the ICBS in March 2014. In addition, following the
State Comptroller's report, the ICBS management started promoting
mechanisms for coordination of the NSS, in an attempt to streamline
and ensure the quality of official statistics produced.

As partofthis Twinning Project, ICBS iswilling to foster quality management
and assessment of official statistics in Israel, both in ICBS and in the NSS.

+ The ICBS and its staff will be able to prepare
comprehensive quality reports according
to the requirements found directly and
EXPECTED indirectly in the Code of Practice.

RESULTS
+ A common framework will be created for

the actors at the NSS in Israel to assess and
report on the quality of Statistics.



COMPONENT  \1ICRO-DATA SERVICES TO RESEARCHERS

For many years, ICBS has been sensitive to the needs of researchers
for micro-data access, beginning with the provision of micro-data files
for research in the 1980s. With the growing demand for more detailed
micro-data in research, it became essential to set parameters for data
access.

While ICBS would like to meet the needs of the researchers, ICBS is also
keenly awarethatits currentlegal frameworkimpedes the establishment
of a streamlined system that will make access simpler and less expensive
without compromising the need to protect confidentiality and privacy.

+ An overall program will be adopted in
order to provide researchers with access
to micro-data, including organizational and
technological implementation.

EXPECTED

RESULTS + Procedures will be adopted to manage

each interface (data providers, research
institutes, researchers, thematic units).

+ Relevant legislation will be carefully
reviewed.



COMPONENT
INFRASTRUCTURES FOR AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

C

The last agriculture census in Israel was conducted in 1981. An
extensive survey was conducted in 1995. During this period, the
agriculture industry underwent numerous changes that affected
agricultural statistics in Israel such as the privatization of the
agricultural sector, a change in the composition of the economic
activities in farms, and a major decrease in the activity of farmers'
organizations and associations, (which were once the main providers
of data on agricultural activities).

The quality of many of the current administrative sources is poor, and
they cover only part of the agricultural activities in the country. Because
it is important for various stakeholders to obtain accurate and reliable
agricultural data, the ICBS and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development (MARD) have agreed to upgrade the agricultural statistics
infrastructure in order to improve the quality of those statistics, starting
with the establishment of a farm register.

+ An overall program will be adopted for the
establishment and maintenance of a farm
register to be used as a framework for

EXPECTED agricultural statistics.

RESULTS
- A methodology will be developed for

integrating different administrative sources
in order to establish the new farm register.



T BN METHODOLOGICAL AND GEO-SPATIAL TOOLS

FOR IMPROVING THE QUALITY AND THE
D EFFICIENCY OF FIELD SURVEYS

The ICBS is regularly improving the quality and efficiency of data
collection in field surveys. Nonetheless, no attempt has ever been
made to improve surveys through optimal use of Geo-spatial tools.
These tools can improve and support field surveys from the early stage
of sample design to the stage of dissemination.

+ The process of allocating the sampled
units to interviewers will be optimized in
order to balance workloads and travel time,
EXPECTED thereby reducing the cost of carrying out

RESULTS the surveys.
+ New tools and methods for identifying
specific areas of under-coverage will be
developed.



THE IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS

THE ISRAELI CENTRAL BUREAU OF STATISTICS (ICBS) was established
a few months after the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, as
an autonomous unit within the Prime Minister’s Office.

ICBS is a professional organization responsible for the official statistics
of the State of Israel and ICBS is committed to provide updated,
qualitative and independent statistical information for the wide variety
of users in Israel and abroad.

The ICBS is headed by the Government Statistician, who also serves as
the Director of the ICBS, and who is accompanied by the Public Council
for Statistics.

The ICBS operates under the Statistics Ordinance (New Version) 5732
- 1972. The Statistics Ordinance defines the tasks of the ICBS, its mode
of operation, the obligation of the public to provide information to
the ICBS, the obligation of the ICBS to maintain the confidentiality of
information obtained, and the obligation of the ICBS to publish the
results of its statistical activities.
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THE IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS

STATISTICS DENMARK is the central authority on statistics in Denmark.
The institution plays a vital role in providing the prerequisites for
democracy and economy. Statistics Denmark s responsible for ensuring
that the overall statistical picture is complete and coherent regardless
of the source.

Statistics provide the information needed for policy-makers to make
evidence-based decisions; for citizens to form opinions and hold
governments accountable; for businesses to make sound decisions and
for researchers to analyse society. Assisting other national statistical
institutes in producing statistics of high quality is important to Statistics
Denmark.

Statistics Denmark has a long history of complying with European and
other international standards, and has implemented EU Twinning
projects since 2003. Statistics Denmark has provided support to
many countries in their alignment of official statistics to European and
other international standards. Statistics Denmark believes in mutual
cooperation between equal partners and works closely with the partner
institutions.
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT
AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Yoel Finkel | ICBS Twinning Project Leader
Associate Government Statistician

The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics
yoel@cbs.gov.l

Sigalit Mazeh | ICBS Twinning Project Leader Deputy
Director of the International Relations Department
The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics

T: +972-2-659-2777 + M: +972-50-623-5290
sigalit@cbs.gov.il

Jesper Ellemose Jensen | Statistics Denmark Twinning Project Leader
Chief Adviser, International Consulting

Statistics Denmark

jej@dst.dk

Charlotte Nielsen | Resident Twinning Adviser (RTA)
Senior Adviser, International Consulting

Statistics Denmark

T.+972-2-659-2786 + M: + 972-54-343-5535
cin@dst.dk + Charlotten@cbs.gov.il

Batia Attali | RTA Counterpart

Head of Sector, International Relations Department
The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics
T:+972-2-659-2792 « M: + 972-50-623-5142
batia@cbs.gov.l

Tamar Rand | Project Assistant
T. +972-2-659-2787 » M: +972-52-420-6900
tamarra@cbs.gov.il

FURTHER INFORMATION IS AVAIBLE ON THE WEBSITE:
www.dst.dk/israel
www.cbs.gov.il/twinning/twinning_h.html



FUNDING

The project is funded by the European Union within the Action Plan
2011-2012 (Israel) and Support to the ENP Action Plan 2013 (Israel)
(ENP1/2011/023-121; ENPI/2012/024-115) - IL/12 CRIS 2015/370-467
with an amount of EUR 1,200,000.

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents
of this publication are the sole responsibility of Statistics Denmark and can in no way be
taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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