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EU AND ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP

The EU and Israel share a long common history, marked by growing inter-
dependence and cooperation. Over five decades of trade, cultural exchanges,
political cooperation and a developed system of agreements have cemented
the partnership. Relations between the EU and Israel began with a Coopera-
tion Agreement signed as far back as 1975 that was replaced by an Association
Agreement in 2000.

Through the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and an EU/Israel Action
Plan approved in 2004 there is a sustained effort to move beyond cooperation
to a significant degree of integration, in particular in relation to the EU’s in-
ternal market and the possibility for Israel to progressively participate in key
aspects of EU policies and programmes.

The Action Plan stipulates several areas and issues requiring improved statis-
tical underpinning, and the Action Plan lists Statistics as an area where in-
creased awareness of EU and international statistical methods and possibilities
for further harmonisation could be achieved.

In line with the general pattern of harmonisation of official statistical practices
and with the specific projects of the EU on statistics in the Mediterranean area,
this Twinning project aims at strengthening Israel’s capacity of statistical pro-
duction, according to European standards, in order to reinforce bilateral coop-
eration, by sharing harmonized data collection and dissemination practices.

TWINNING: SHARING EXPERTISE AND INFORMATION

Twinning projects are a European Union initiative to help acceding, candidate
or neighbouring countries acquire the necessary skills and experience to adopt,
implement and enforce EU legislation. On a demand driven base, the projects
bring together public sector expertise from EU Member States and partner
countries, with the aim of enhancing co-operation activities. Twinning proj-
ects are joint projects awarded following a call for proposals and shared by the
two partner administrations — in this Twinning project the Israeli Central Bu-
reau of Statistics and Statistics Denmark, supported by Statistics Netherlands.




L I B g

¢ Sk

=l
W

EUROPEAN UNION TWINNING PROJECT ON
STATISTICS

The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics has partnered with Statistics Denmark
with the support of Statistics Netherlands to implement an 18 months Twin-
ning project. The overall objective of the Twinning project is to improve the
quality and international comparability of Israel official statistics in key do-
mains.

The purposes of the Twinning project are:

 To support the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics in aligning National
Accounts, Educations Statistics and Survey Methodology to the EU and
other international organizations’ standards and guidelines.

 To enable the ICBS to better coordinate the National Statistical
System and prepare a strategic plan for official statistics, including a
dissemination and communication strategy.

o To help redesign the ICBS website to meet users’ needs.

The objective and purposes have been defined in the light of the growing need
for data, for coordination of data production, and for harmonization of sta-
tistics with internationally accepted standards generated by the globalization.

THE WORKING METHODS

The results of the project will be obtained through the general working princi-
ple of dialogue between equal partners.

Transfer of knowledge including experience with EU Regulations on statis-
tics will take place through seminars and workshops to be conducted in Israel
during the Twinning project. Other producers of statistical information than
ICBS will also benefit from these project activities.

Study visits to EU member states will be organized within each component in
order to exchange experiences and learn about best practices in the European
Union.

TOPICS AND EXPECTED RESULTS

The Twinning project is organized in five separate components. Expected re-
sults of the Twinning project have been specified for each component.




COMPONENTA
NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

In the context of the globalization issues, the compilation of National Ac-
counts, Financial Accounts, and Balance of Payments statistics as well as
various so-called satellite accounts has become particularly demanding,
and requires intensified cooperation between different data producers
within the National Statistical System of Israel, in particular the Bank of
Israel and the Ministry of Finance.

The expected results of component A are:

An improved structure of government finance accounts, including
a cross-classification by sub-sectors and government functions.

Transfer of EU experience on inter-institutional arrangements
between National Statistics Offices and Ministries of Finances with
regard to cooperation and data exchange.

A detailed work plan for the development of financial accounts
according to the United Nations’ manual “System of National
Accounts”.

A detailed plan for the development of financial accounts in
the Balance of Payments statistics (with emphasis on direct
investments).

Indicators on the provision of welfare services as well as the
structure of a satellite account on social welfare activities.

A structure for waste and air environmental satellite accounts.




COMPONENTB
EDUCATION STATISTICS

Education statistics are of particular importance because they deal with
the development of human capital, which is obviously one of the key as-
sets of Israel. These statistics rely for a large part on administrative sourc-
es. The increasingly important issue here is of achieving enhancement
and harmonization of registrations and, if required, supplementing these
administrative data with primary data collection in the most efficient
manner.

The expected results of component B are:

A detailed plan for better estimates of early school dropouts.
New statistical indicators of higher education statistics.

A plan for development of adult education statistics and its
integration into the Register of Educational Attainment.

A strategy for the development of statistical indicators on
personnel and positions engaged in Research & Development.

A plan identifying statistical indicators on culture and sports.




COMPONENT C
COORDINATION OF THE
NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM
AND STRATEGIC PLANNING

The ICBS leads the National Statistical System (NSS) in Israel as it is the
main producer of official statistics in the country. It collaborates with
government ministries and other public institutions which, under the
Statistics Ordinance, are also authorized to produce official statistics.

The ICBS is an integral part of the international statistics community
and as such, it coordinates the transfer of statistical data from the entire
Israeli statistical system to international organizations, in accordance
with agreed-upon standards.

This Twinning project will further enhance the professionalism of the
NSS through improved quality of statistics, better coordination within
the NSS and by joint, effective, and user-oriented planning.

The expected results of component C are:
« A long-term strategic plan for Israeli official statistics.

o Procedures for long and short term strategic planning.

« Enhancement of ICBS’s engagement in the National Statistical
System.




COMPONENTD
SURVEY METHODOLOGY

Largely because of Israel’s accession to the OECD, the number of field
surveys conducted by the ICBS has more than doubled during a few
years. The need for guidance and support, and monitoring the data col-
lection operation, both in the field and by the telephone data collection
center of ICBS, are challenges to be addressed.

At the same time there is concern about the reporting burden for busi-
nesses as well as private individuals. ICBS would like to adopt and adjust
the methodologies to the Israeli reality. Integration of various tools for
improving internet data collection methodologies is another purpose of
the Twinning project, including questionnaire design.

The expected results of component D are:

Quality control methods and tools for monitoring field
interviewers.

Quality control methods and tools for monitoring telephone
interviewers.

A manual of guidelines for interviewers.

Guidelines on cognitive aspects of questionnaire and interview
design.

At least one web questionnaire designed in detail.

Guidelines on how to measure and reduce response burden on
enterprises.




COMPONENTE
|CBS WEB SITE

The website is an important part of the dissemination strategy of a mod-
ern National Statistics Institute. With a growing number and heteroge-
neity of clientele, a systematic review of the current website of ICBS is
a separate purpose of the Twinning project. In the development of an
overall ICBS dissemination strategy, the website will be the center of the
ICBS dissemination strategy.

The expected results of component E are:

A dissemination and communication strategy.

Mechanisms for continuous monitoring of user satisfaction with
the website.

A plan for redesigning of the website of ICBS.

Rules established for updating the website of ICBS, including
linkage of the data warehouse to the website.




THE IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS

THE ISRAELI CENTRAL BUREAU OF STATISTICS (ICBS)

ICBS was established as an autonomous unit in 1948, just a few months
after the establishment of the State of Israel. The ICBS is a professional,
sovereign and independent organization within the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice. It is responsible for the official statistics of the State of Israel, i.e. it
collects and disseminates qualitative and independent statistical infor-
mation for a wide variety of users in Israel and abroad.

The ICBS is headed by the Government Statistician, who also serves as
the Director General of the Bureau, with a Public Council for Statistics
accompanying him. Since April 2013 the position is held by Prof. Danny
Pfeffermann.

The ICBS operates by the power of the Statistics Ordinance (New Ver-
sion), 5732 — 1972, which defines the tasks of the ICBS, its mode of oper-
ation, the obligation of the public to provide information to the ICBS, the
obligation of the ICBS to safeguard the confidentiality of the information
obtained, and the obligation of the ICBS to publish the results of its sta-
tistical activities.

STATISTICS DENMARK

Statistics Denmark is the central statistics institute in Denmark. The
institution plays a vital role in providing the prerequisites for a healthy
democracy and economy. Statistics Denmark is responsible for ensuring
that the overall statistical picture is complete and coherent regardless of
the source.

Statistics Denmark has a long history of complying with European and
other international standards, and has implemented EU Twinning proj-
ects since 2003. Statistics Denmark has a long and developed tradition
for using administrative registers for statistical purposes. Statistics Den-
mark has provided support to many countries in their alignment of offi-
cial statistics to European and other international standards.




FUNDING

The project is funded by the European
Union within the ENPI 2009 programme
with an amount of EUR 850,000.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
AND CONTACT INFORMATION

OLIVIA BLUM

ISRAEL TWINNING PROJECT LEADER
Director, International Relations & Statistical
Coordination Department

Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics

E-mail: blum@cbs.gov.il

LARS THYGESEN

EU TWINNING PROJECT LEADER
Director, Statistics Denmark
E-mail: lth@dst.dk

BATIA ATTALI

RTA COUNTERPART

Senior Sector Director, International Relations &
Statistical Coordination Department

Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics

Telephone: + 972.2.659.2792

E-mail: batia@cbs.gov.il

THOMAS BIE

RESIDENT TWINNING ADVISER (RTA)
Chief Adviser, International Consulting,
Statistics Denmark

Telephone: +972.2.659.3043

E-mail: thomasb@cbs.gov.il

or tbi@dst.dk

MICHAEL BOTSTEIN

RTA ASSISTANT

Economist, International Consultant
Telephone: +972.2.659.3061

E-mail: michaelb@cbs.gov.il

PROJECT INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
FROM THE WEBSITE WWW.DST.DK/ISRAEL
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