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IALS, ALL and PIAAC an evolution
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OECD, Statistics Canada (2011), Literacy for Life: Further Results from
the Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey, OECD Publishing.
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Introduction

This event is the third in a series of bilingual institutes to explore the meaning and uses of
international adult literacy and skills surveys, from IALS to PIAAC.

In June 2014, we turn our attention to broadening and defining a research agenda using data from
PIAAC and related surveys. We want to create space for more dialogue between researchers, policy-
makers and providers that allows researchers to draw questions from experience in the field,
practitioners to translate research findings into meaningful interventions, and both to inform more
responsive policy. We will engage researchers from Canada and abroad, in fields that have not
previously used skills surveys to inform their studies. We are honoured to have the collaboration of
four international research centres, from the US, UK, NZ, and Australia for this event.



Australian Council for Educational Research

National Adult Language, Literacy and Numeracy

Assessment Conference 2014

1-2 May 2014, Rendezvous Grand Hotel, Melbourne

Australia’s foundation skills’ performance in the Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) and also the Programme for International Assessment of Adult
Competencies (PIAAC) were released in late 2013 and highlighted some issues
regarding the nation's literacy and numeracy skills. One focus of the two-day 2014
National Adult LLN Assessment Conference therefore will be to look at the results
of PISA and PIAAC and the implications for both policy and practice in schools and
vocational, adult and workplace education, and also for lifelong learning and full
participation as an individual, as a community member and as a worker.

www.acer.edu.au/nallnac/
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BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES

OECD Home About Countries

OECD Home » Directorate for Education and Skills » OECD Skills Strategy

29-April-2014
A Skills beyond School Review of Israel English. PDE. 1 502kb
Higher level vocational education and training (VET) programmes are facing
rapid change and intensifying challenges. What type of training is needed to
meet the needs of changing economies? How can employers and unions be
engaged? The country reports in this series look at these and other questions.
They form part of Skills beyond School, the OECD policy review of

postsecondary vocational education and training.
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Analytic potential / policy links (ex.)

. Human capital: distributions, “pockets” of low/high skills

Actual skills vs. educational qualifications

2. Skills & employment status, unemployment, GDP

3. Lifelong learning needs -- Education & retraining strategy

O N o U

Skills in subgroups: D'71y ,0'2 ,0'7TIN
- skills & mobility of minorities, immigrants, women, ...
- PS-TRE skills in various subgroups
- reading components (level 1 language skills)

Link between schooling and adult skills, skill transfer
Skill Loss & Skill Retention over the lifespan
Practices & skills: 13 JRA subscales

Participation/Utilization of public services: NI'NYOKR
Health, Vocational training, Social security | ['¥2j7 TIN'X




Likelihood of positive social and economic
outcomes among highly proficient adults

(scoring at Level 4/5 compared with those scoring at Level 1 or below)

Odds ratio
m Literacy Numeracy

2.5
2.0
1.5
1.0

Good to Being High levels of Participation High levels of High wages
excellent Employed trust in volunteer political
health activities efficacy

Source: OECD 2013



DOCUMENT LITERACY LEVELS AMONG LOW EDUCATED ADULTS

Per cent of population aged 16-65 who have not completed upper secondary education
but who score at Levels 3 and 4/5 on the document scale, 1994-1998
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Source: International Adult Literacy Survey, 1994-1998.



Analytic potential - 1

Figure 3: Average health-literacy score,
by age group and education level,
Canada, 2003
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Source: Adult Literacy and Life Skills Survey, 2003
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Figure 6: Proportion of adult health literacy at level 2 and below, ages 16 and older ALL 2003 1] |7
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Source: Thes= results are derived from estimates for a geographical area based on the 200G International Adult Literacy and Skills Survey (LALSS). The estimates are achieved by combining an area’s results with thos= from
n-lghbounn: areas. They also factor in several characteristics of the area, from the 2001 Census, such as education and income. The Qe«'-:)raphlcal unitused in the map is Statistics Canada’s dizsemination area (DA), which
is the smallest standard geographic area for which all census dats ars disseminated. DAs have a population of betwesn 400 and 700 pecple.

The analysis and mapping of the heakh-literacy results were conducted by J. Douglas Willms, Canada Research Chair in Human Develcpmeant at the University of New Brunswick (UNB), with the assistance of Teresa Tang,
GIS Programmer at the Canadian Research Institute for Social Policy at UNB.
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Adult skills surveys: Policy tools

National
YALS 1985 (USA): Young Adult Literacy Survey
NALS 1992, 2003: (USA, Canada, Australia)

International
IALS (1994-1998): Intl. Adult Lit. Survey 20 countries
Prose Lit/ Document Lit / Quantitative literacy

ALL (2003-6) Adult Lit. & Lifeskills survey 12 countries
Prose/Doc, Numeracy, Prob.Solving (ICT, Teamwork)

PIAAC Programme for Int’l Assessment of Adult Competencies
(part of the OECD Skills strategy)
Wave 1. 24 countries Results: Oct 2013
Wave 2: 8 countries Results: April 2016

Literacy, Numeracy, Problem-solving in Tech.-Rich Env.
Reading Components
BQ: Skills use (job, home), Lit+Num Practices, ....Bio-data

Iddo Gal



