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What is Life in Israel Really Like?
Status Report on Israel's Population, Based on 
Well-Being, Sustainability, and National Resilience Indicators, 2015
Pursuant to the resolution adopted by the government of Israel in April 2015 and the first publication of the national report in March 2016, the Central Bureau of Statistics is updating indicators of well-being, sustainability, and national resilience, and is publishing updated, relevant information on the status of well-being in Israel. The indicators are divided into nine domains: quality of employment; personal security; health; housing and infrastructure; education and skills; personal and social well-being; civic engagement and governance; environment; and material standard of living. There were 8 indicators in each domain, and the desired direction of change was defined forנ each indicator. In 2015, 7 new indicators were developed: adult skills (literacy, numeracy, and problem solving in technology-rich environments), entitlement to a matriculation certificate at age 26, satisfaction with the health system, trust in the judicial system and government, and road rage.
	· The share of employed persons who are satisfied with their place of work is on the rise – from 81.5% in 2002 to 88.4% in 2015.

· In 2015, 57% of persons aged 20 and over reported that they had been victims of road rage. The rate of Arab victims was lower than the rate of Jewish and Other victims, both for men and women.
· Of persons in Israel aged 21 and over, 17.1% smoked at least one cigarette per day in 2014: 23.2% of men and 11.4% of women.

· In 2014, 33.5% of all households spent 30% or more of their net income on housing: 55% of households in the bottom income decile and 14% of those in the top decile.
· Of persons aged 26 in 2015, 48.4% were entitled to a matriculation certificate. This percentage was greater among Jews than among Arabs, and greater among girls than boys.
· According to the 2015 PISA study, the rate of students who have difficulty in mathematics decreased from 34% in 2012 to 32% in 2015, but is still higher than the OECD average (23%).

· The rate of participation in volunteer activities increased gradually, from 15% in 2002 to 21% in 2015; 24% of the Jewish population engaged in volunteer activity, compared with 8% of the Arab population.

· Of persons aged 20 and over, 31% reported that noise disturbed them in their dwelling: 32% of women and 31% of men.

· In 2015, 89% of persons aged 20 and over were satisfied with their lives. Jews and Others were more satisfied with their lives than Arabs (91% and 82%, respectively).

· In 2015, net annual money income per standard person was NIS 97,828, an increase of 2.8% compared to the previous year, at 2015 prices. Annual economic money income per standard person was NIS 115,420, an increase of 3.1% compared to the previous year, at 2015 prices.

· In 2015, the Gini coefficient of inequality was 0.360. Compared to the other OECD countries, Israel was ranked relatively high, ahead of the United States, Turkey, Mexico, and Chile.


About the Indicators and the Process
Pursuant to the resolution adopted by the government of Israel in April 2015  (Resolution No. 2494) and following the first publication of the indicators in March 2016, the Central Bureau of Statistics is updating the indicators of well-being, sustainability, and national resilience in the following domains: quality of employment; personal security; health; housing and infrastructure; education and skills; personal and social well-being; environment; civic engagement and governance; and material standard of living.

Data on the indicators were taken from the CBS databases, and are based on administrative information and regular surveys conducted by the CBS. The indicators present the trends from the beginning of the 21st century, and provide a basis for examining changes in the well-being in Israel, as well as for comparisons of different population groups in Israel and international comparisons.
Selection of the Indicators

A person's well-being depends on many factors such as health, social relationships, trust, work, income, and sense of security. The more one's needs are met in various life domains, the better one's well-being. The aim of the well-being indicators is to present a multi-dimensional analysis of well-being and quality of life, taking into account the overall economic, social, and environmental factors that affect a person's life. This measurement is a basis for developing statistics that complement data on economic growth, and provide a more comprehensive and complete indication of well-being among the population. 
The following characteristics were taken into account for the purposes of choosing appropriate well-being indicators:

· Emphasis on people – indicators based on the viewpoints of persons and households

· Outcome indicators – indicators reflecting the current situation that provide direct information about persons' life situations

· Emphasis on distributions – presentation of differences and gaps among population groups based on various parameters

· Balance between the objective and the subjective – The current situation as provided by objective indicators is complemented and enhanced by persons' subjective viewpoint.
· Desired trend direction – Indicators about which there is agreement regarding the desired direction of improvement allow decision-makers to make use of the indicators in policymaking.
Summary of 2015 Well-Being Indicators

To date, 49 indicators have been developed. Of those, seven new indicators were developed in 2015: adult skills (literacy, numeracy, and problem solving in technology-rich environments); entitlement to a matriculation certificate at age 26; satisfaction with the health system, trust in the judicial system and in the government; and road rage.

Development remains for 23 indicators. In addition, indicators will be developed for two new domains of measurement: leisure, culture, and community; and technology and information.

Compared with the previous year, an improvement was recorded in 21 indicators, a decline was recorded in 13 indicators, and no significant trend change was recorded for 5 indicators. Compared with the base year (mainly 2002), an improvement was recorded in 34 indicators, a decline was recorded in 4 indicators, and no significant change was recorded in one indicator.  

Selected Data from the Report

Quality of Employment
An increase in the employment rate,
 satisfaction with work, median income,
 was accompanied by an increase of gaps between the Jewish and Arab populations.
· The employment rate in Israel is on the rise – from 49.7% in 2000 to 60.7% in 2015.
· The employment rate among Jews is higher than that among Arabs (64.5% compared to 42.4% in 2015, respectively).
· The rate of employed persons who are satisfied with their place of work is on the rise – from 81.5% in 2002 to 88.4% in 2015.
· In 2015, the rate of prolonged unemployment
  among the entire population was 25.2%, compared to 28.6% in 2000.
Personal Security
The sense of personal security increased; the rates of victims of terrors and murders decreased. Increase in the rates of injured in road accidents and sexual harassment.

· In 2015, 81% of persons aged 20 and over felt safe walking alone after dark in their area of residence. Men felt safer than women (90% compared to 72%, respectively). In Jerusalem, only 71% of persons aged 20 and over felt safe walking alone. In contrast, in the other cities with over 200,000 residents, the percentage of persons aged 20 and over who felt safe ranged between 78% and 80%.
· In 2015, the rate of victims of sexual harassment was 2.6% among persons aged 20 and over (4.1% of women). A substantially higher percentage of younger persons were victims of sexual harassment than older persons. For example, approximately 8% of women aged 20–34 were victims of sexual harassment compared to approximately 2% of women aged 35 and over.
· The rate of road accident fatalities
 declined from 7 persons killed per 100,000 residents in 2000 to 4 deaths per 100,000 residents in 2015. The rate of persons seriously injured in road accidents
 decreased from 46 per 100,000 residents in 2000 to 21 in 2015. However, since 2012, there had been a 15% increase in the rate of persons killed in road accidents and a 5% increase in the rate of persons injured. 

· In 2015, 57% of the persons aged 20 and over were victims of road rage
 in 2015. The rate of Arab victims was lower than the rate of Jewish and Other
 victims, both for men and women.
Health
Increase in life expectancy, decline in infant mortality and in the percentage of smokers out of the total population. Approximately two-thirds of persons aged 20 and over are satisfied with functioning of the health-care system, and over 30% of seventh-grade children are overweight and obese.
· Between 2000 and 2015, male life expectancy
 increased by 3.4 years and female life expectancy increased by 3.2 years (from 76.7 to 80.1 for men, and from 80.9 to 84.1 for women. 
· In 2015, 21% of first grade students and 31% of seventh grade students were overweight and obese. Similar rates were observed in 2011–2014.
· In 2015, 27% of the persons aged 20 and over reported that they "often or occasionally" felt depressed, and 7% reported that they often felt depressed. Among Arabs, 33% felt depressed "often or occasionally", compared to 26% of Jews and Others. Among women, 32% felt depressed "often or occasionally", compared to 22% of men.
· The indicator on self-reported smoking showed that in 2014, 17.1% of persons in Israel aged 21 and over smoked at least one cigarette per day: 23.2% of men and 11.4% of women. The percentage of smokers in Israel (17.1%) was lower than the OECD average (19.4%) and similar to the percentages in Finland and Portugal.

· In 2015, 71% of persons aged 20 and over
 were satisfied with the health-care system; 15% of them assessed its functioning as "very good" and 56% assessed it as "good". Of persons aged 20 and over, 60% believed that the health-care system would provide the best care in case of a serious illness: 18% "strongly agreed" with this belief and 42% "somewhat agreed".

Housing and Infrastructure
Gaps were found between deciles in the percentage of expenditure on housing out of disposable income; satisfaction with the dwelling and residential environment increased, and satisfaction with public transportation decreased.
· In 2014, 33.5% of all households spent 30% or more of their net income
 on housing: (55% of the households in the bottom decile, and approximately 14% of the households in the top decile).
· Satisfaction with public transportation declined from 44% in 2002 to 40% in 2015.

· In 2015, 86% of persons aged 20 and over were generally satisfied with their dwelling: 39% were very satisfied and 47% were satisfied. Of persons aged 20 and over, 84% were very satisfied with their area of residence: 37% were very satisfied and 47% were satisfied.
· Persons aged 20 and over who lived in dwellings they owned were more satisfied with their dwellings than persons who rented (91% compared to 76%, respectively). Of the 14 largest cities, with 100,000 or more residents, the highest percentage of persons who were satisfied with their dwellings was in Ramat Gan and Ashdod (91%) and the lowest was in Bat Yam (70%). 

· Housing density among Jews was lower than that among Arabs (0.82 and 1.36 persons per room in 2015, respectively). 

Education and Skills
The rate of students who have difficulty with the PISA mathematics tests decreased, although it remained higher than the average in OECD countries; the rate of persons with post-secondary and higher education increased; the skills of graduates are at a lower level than the average in OECD countries (with large gaps between Jews and Arabs).
· The percentage of persons aged 30 and over with post-secondary and higher education increased from 44% in 2001 to 51.8% in 2015. The rate of Arabs with post-secondary and higher education was substantially lower than the rate of Jews. In 2015, 31.7% of Arabs had post-secondary and higher education, compared with 57.4% of Jews (a gap of 25.7%).

· Of persons aged 26 in 2015, 48.4% were entitled to a matriculation certificate. This percentage was greater among Jews than among Arabs, and greater among girls than boys. These differences were also present in the percentages meeting university entrance requirements, which was 40.5% in the entire population.
· According to the PISA study, the rate of students who have difficulty with the PISA mathematics test declined from 34% in 2012 to 32% in 2015. However, it is still higher than the average for OECD countries (23%). The rate of persons who have difficulty with the PISA mathematics tests in Arabic-speaking schools is substantially higher than the rate in Hebrew-speaking schools (64% and 22%, respectively). Between 2006 and 2015, the rate decreased in Hebrew-speaking schools (from 35% to 22%), but there was only a very small decrease in Arabic-speaking schools (from 69% to 64%). 
· The following indicators are based on PIAAC survey
 results: The rates of the population with high levels
 of literacy (37%), numeracy (36%), and problem solving in technology-rich environments (27%) are lower than the corresponding OECD average rates (46%, 43%, and 31%, respectively). However, among the Jews, the rates of the population at high levels of literacy and numeracy are similar to the average rates in OECD countries, and the rate of problem solving in technology-rich environments is even higher.
Civic Engagement and Governance 
Increased voter turnout rates in the 2015 Knesset elections, and increased participation in volunteer activities.
· Between 2001 and 2013, participation in the general election remained stable at approximately 65%, with slight fluctuations. In the 2015 elections, participation in the general elections increased, and the voter turnout rate was 72.3%.
· 41% of the persons aged 20 and over expressed trust in the Israeli government: 43% of the men, and 40% of the women; 43% of the Jews and Others expressed confidence in the government, versus 32% of the Arabs
· Of persons aged 20 and over, 64% trusted the judicial system: 63% of men and 65% of women.

Environment

People expressed satisfaction with the parks and open areas, but were less satisfied with the cleanliness in their area of residence.
· In 2015, 20% of waste was transferred for recycling (1.02 million tons), compared with 18.2% in 2014 (908,000 tons). Only about 4% of waste in localities from socio-economic cluster 1
 was recycled. This was a relatively low rate compared to the national average (18%). 

· In 2015, 54% of persons aged 20 and over were satisfied with the cleanliness in their area of residence; 14% were very satisfied. Jews and Others were more satisfied than Arabs (59% compared to 34%, respectively). Of the 14 largest cities (with 100,000 or more residents), the highest percentage of satisfied persons was in Rishon LeZiyyon (67%) and the lowest was in Jerusalem (36%).

· In 2014, production of renewable energy
 accounted for 0.37% of the total energy supply and 1.5% of total electricity production. The percentage of renewable energy out of total electricity production was the lowest among OECD countries, where the average was 22%.

· In 2015, 31% of persons aged 20 and over reported that noise disturbed them in their dwelling: 32% of women and 31% of men. Of the 14 largest cities, the highest percentage was reported in Bat Yam (44%) and the lowest in Netanya (25%). 
· In 2015, 56% of persons aged 20 and over were satisfied with the parks and open areas in their area of residence (satisfied or very satisfied). Among Jews, the percentage was 64% compared to 16% among Arabs.

Personal and Social Well-Being

General life satisfaction has increased over the years; gaps between Jews and Others, and Arabs, on social support indicators.
· In 2015, 89% of the persons aged 20 and over were satisfied with their lives. Jews and Others were more satisfied with their lives than Arabs (91% and 82%, respectively). It was believed by 52% that their lives would improve in the coming years. Arabs were more optimistic than Jews and Others (56% and 51%, respectively). 
· In 2015, 68% of persons aged 20 and over reported that they can deal with their problems most of the time (71% of men and 65% of women). Ability to deal with problems decreased with increasing age, from 71% among persons aged 20–44 to 56% among persons aged 65 and over.

· In 2015, 23% of the persons aged 20 and over indicated that they "often" or "occasionally" felt lonely. Women felt lonelier than men. Among Arabs, 30% felt lonely, compared to 22% of Jews and Others. During 2011–2013, there was a moderate increase in the percentage feeling lonely, and in 2014, this percentage decreased. 

Material Standard of Living

Disposable income, per capita consumption, and satisfaction with the economic situation increased. The household debt as a percentage of the GDP increased. Inequality decreased, but was higher than the OECD average.
· In 2015, net
 annual money income per standard person
 was NIS 97,828, an increase of 2.8% compared to the previous year, at 2015 prices. Annual economic money income
 per standard person was NIS 115,420, an increase of 3.1% compared to the previous year, at 2015 prices. Net annual money income per standard person in Jewish households was twice as high as in Arab households. 

· In 2015, household debt in Israel was NIS 531 billion, which was approximately 48% of the GDP. The household debt as a percentage of GDP was substantially lower compared to most OECD member countries (for example, the debt was 77% in Spain, 63% in France, and 54% in Germany).

· Individual consumption
 in current prices amounted to NIS 92,300 per capita in 2015, compared with NIS 55,200 per capita in 2000.
· In 2015, 59% of persons aged 20 and over were satisfied with their financial situation. Jews and Others were more satisfied than were Arabs (62% compared to 52%, respectively).
· Between 2008 and 2011, there was a moderate increase in the Gini coefficient
 of inequality, and afterward, the index fluctuated. In 2015, the index was 0.360. Compared to the other OECD countries, Israel was ranked relatively high, ahead of the United States, Turkey, Mexico, and Chile.
� Employment rate – The percentage of employed persons out of the total population of persons aged 15 and over.


� Median income – A statistical measure of central tendency indicating the value (the income) compared to which half of the population of employees earns more and half earns less.


� The rate of prolonged employment is calculated as the percentage of unemployed persons whose search for work lasts more than six months, out of all employed persons.


� A person who died in a road accident, or a person who was injured in a road accident and died of his or her injuries within 30 days.


� A person who was injured in a road accident and was hospitalized for a period of 24 hours or more, not for observation only.


� The indicator reflects those who responded positively to the question: "When you drive, are a passenger, or are a pedestrian, how frequently are you a victim of road rage, such as curses, threats, blocking passage, or dangerous driving?"


� Others includes Non-Arab Christians, members of other religions, and unclassified by religion


� The average number of years a person is expected to live after a certain age, assuming that the mortality rates prevalent at the period of reference will remain constant throughout the person's life.


� The calculation of the indicator does not include those who did not respond to the question, and comprise approximately 12% of the overall sample population.


� Gross household income after deduction of compulsory payments.


� The Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) is an international survey


conducted by the OECD in over 30 countries. The survey examines the levels of competency among adults


(aged 16–65) in basic skills: literacy, numeracy, and problem solving in technology-rich environments. 


Literacy is the ability to understand and evaluate written texts in order to participate in society, achieve


one’s goals, and develop one’s knowledge and potential. 


Numeracy is the ability to access, use, interpret, and communicate mathematical information and ideas in


order to engage in and manage the mathematical demands of a range of situations in adult life.


Problem solving in technology-rich environments refers to using digital technology, communication tools and �networks to acquire and evaluate information, communicate with others and perform practical tasks.


Each domain of skills is measured on a continuous scale of scores ranging from 0 to 500. The scale is


divided into six levels (1–5, and a level considered “below Level 1”) for literacy and numeracy. The scale is


divided into four levels (1–3, and “below Level 1”) for problem solving in technology-rich environments.


For additional details, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbs.gov.il/reader/cw_usr_view_SHTML?ID=998" �Adult Competencies Survey� (Hebrew only) and �� HYPERLINK "http://10.58.170.5/reader/publications/estatist_new.htm" \l "950" �Statistilite No. 154 - Adult Competencies in Israel� on the CBS website


� Level 3 in literacy and numeracy and Levels 2 and 3 in problem solving in technology-rich environments.


� The socio-economic cluster of a locality of residence is based on the socio-economic index of the local authorities for 2008, which was developed at the CBS based on analysis of selected socio-economic variables. The local authorities were divided into 10 clusters, which were ranked from 1–10. These values reflect the relative socio-economic status of the local authority. The lower the value of the cluster, the lower the socio-economic status of that local authority. 


� Renewable energy includes energy sources such as solar energy, wind, water, and biogas.


� Net money income includes total household gross recurrent money income after deduction of compulsory payments: income tax, national insurance, and national health insurance. Gross money income includes recurrent income from salaried or self-employment work, property, interest, dividends, support and allowances from institutions or individuals, income from pensions, or any other recurrent income. Gross money income does not include one-time payments or non-money income.


� Standard person – The number of standard persons is calculated as the square root of the actual number of persons (for example: the number of standard persons in a family of 4 is 2, and in a family of 8, there are 2.83 standard persons).


� Economic money income is income whose source is the income of household members from salaried or self-employment work, from capital, before payments and taxes, i. e., it represents the individual or family's income before government intervention, whether by taxes or by providing allowances or support. 


� Individual consumption – This index provides information about the actual material standard of living. Therefore, it examines not only private household consumption, but also consumption of various public products that are supplied to households, as well as services that are not priced in monetary terms, such as, in certain cases, education, health, and household services. Individual consumption is essentially the total value of goods and services that serve to meet the needs of household members. This includes household consumption expenditures and social transfers in kind to households.


� The Gini coefficient is an accepted measure of inequality in distribution of income by net money income per standard person. The values of the index range from 0 (complete equality) to 1 (maximum inequality). The measure was adapted to the definitions of the OECD of standard persons.


For explanations of the changes in inequality, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.btl.gov.il/Publications/oni_report/Documents/oni2014.pdf" �National Insurance Report - Dimensions of Poverty and Social Gaps - 2014� (Hebrew only).





Written by Muriel Shafir and Amit Yagur-Kroll, 
Well-Being and Sustainability Indicators, and Cross-Sectional Statistical Products Sector
For explanations and clarifications, please contact the Press Relations Unit, at +972-2-652-7845
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