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EMBARGO ON PUBLICATION OF THE DATA UNTIL WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER AT 12:00

Selected Data from the Statistical Abstract of Israel no. 56

 

Land Use, by District and Subdistrict – For the first time, we are publishing continuous and updated data, which allow for organization of the data by various geographical cross-sections, such as: local authorities, metropolitan areas, etc.

· The constructed area in Israel comprises 5.3% of the area of the entire country.

· 2.7% of the area of Israel is residential, 1.4% is used for industry and infrastructure, and 0.7% is used for agricultural structures (greenhouses and fish ponds), 11.5% is forests, and 64% is used for other purposes such as: agriculture, education, commercial, health and welfare, public services, culture and leisure, etc. The Southern District is largest district– 14,436 sq. km., of which 0.7% is residential ; and the Tel Aviv District is the smallest – 172 sq. km., of which 40.0% is residential. In the Jerusalem District, 55.4% of the area is forests and 7% is residential (Table 1.2, Figure 1.1).

Land use: Ways in which man takes advantage of the land for activities such as: construction, agriculture, forestation, industry, etc. Land use relates to the situation today, as opposed to land allocation relating to future use. Land use can be divided into two main types: constructed area and open area.

Life Expectancy

· In 2003, life expectancy in Israel continued to rise among all population groups (77.6 years for men, and 81.8 for women). However, the gap between Jews and Others on the one hand and Arabs on the other has increased. At the end of the 1990s, the gap was about two years for males and 3.4 years for females. However, since 2000 the gap has increased to 3.2 years for males and 4 years for females (Table 3.21).

· Infant mortality rates continued to decline in 2004 among all population groups (4.9 deaths per 1,000 live births, compared with 5.1 per 1,000 live births in 2003 – Table 3.10). Here, too, it appears that the gap between Jews and Others on the one hand and Arabs on the other has widened. At the end of the 1990s, the infant mortality rate among the Arab population was twice as high as among Jews and Others. However, since 2000 the infant mortality rate among the Arab population is more than twice as high (2.2-2.3 time higher than that of Jews and Others).

Environment

Greenhouse gases: Following an increase in the 1990s, emissions of greenhouse gases deriving from human activity (gases emitted into the atmosphere, which turn into heat and cause global warming) have stabilized. However, there has been a continuous rise in emissions of CO2 (which originates mainly from combustion of fuel, from energy generated by vehicles, and from industrial activity). Since 2000, there has been a decline in levels of methane (greenhouse gas CH4), because in recent years it has been collected for further use in landfills (Table 27.6).

Water quality in authorized beaches

The percentage of microbial tests that exceed the maximum standard in authorized beaches in Israel has declined (from 1.4% in 2003 to 2.7%in 2002, Table 27.11).

Stream water quality

Many of the streams in Israel are polluted. In most of them, a large quantity of sewage still flows. This destroys the unique ecosystem and causes pollution which is way above the environmental target standard (Table 27.12).

Sewage Water

There has been an increase in treatment of sewage, from 370 million cubic meters in 1999 to 403 million cubic meters in 2004 (Table 27.14).

Species in danger of extinction

From the beginning of the 20th century until 2002, 7% of the vertebrates in Israel have become extinct: 4 species of birds, 3 species of reptiles, 5 species of mammals, 1 amphibian species, and 6 species of fresh water fish. 32% of the vertebrates in Israel are at risk of extinction (Table 27.19).

Education

· In 2004/05: For the first time in years, the number of students in universities has declined. The decline is mainly in the number of new students, i.e., first-year university students, which dropped from 6,020 in 2003/04 to 5,410 in 2004/05.

· Data from the survey of university graduates in 2001/02: The number of students who continued their studies in 2004 was greater among university graduates in Israel (44.0%) than among graduates of colleges (23.2%). Regarding employment after graduation: 86.9% of all graduates of colleges were employed at the time of the survey, compared with 81.5% of all university graduates (Table 8.59).

· Sharp rise in the number of second degree students at the Open University: In 1997/98, the Open University began to offer second degree studies. In 1999/2000, 338 second degree students were enrolled at the Open University, compared with 1,854 second degree students in 2003/05 (Table 8.53).

Foreign Trade

About one-third of the imports of goods purchased in The Netherlands, and about one-fourth of the imported goods purchased in Switzerland originated in other countries; over one-fourth of the goods originating in China were imported to Israel from other countries (Table 16.11).

The following data appear in the new series “Imports by country of origin”: For the first time, imports are classified by the countries in which the imported goods were produced. However, in the current statistics series, which is published monthly by the Central Bureau of Statistics, country of origin is defined as the “country of purchase”, i.e., the country that sent the invoice for supplying the goods to the Israeli importer. In some cases, “country of purchase” is different from the “country of origin” (i.e., the country of production) for the same commodity, and sometimes there are substantive differences between the two definitions in terms of imports.

Publication of data on “Imports by Country of Origin” makes it possible to distinguish the direct relationship between the country that produced the commodity and the country that imports it (Israel). This information is essential for establishing trade and VAT policies (e.g., setting fees, quotas, etc.) among different countries.

Transportation

· In 2004, the total kilometers travelled for motor vehicles in Israel amounted to about 40 billion km. – an increase of about 2.4%, which is similar to the increase in the average number of motor vehicles (Table 24.16).
Examination of the changes that have occurred since 1990 indicates that road congestion continues to increase. The rate of increase in kilometers travelled per year and the increase in the average number of motor vehicles are substantially larger than the growth rate in the length and area of roads.

The findings indicate that whereas kilometers travelled per year has increased by 114% since 1990, and whereas the number of motor vehicles has increased by 101%, the length of roads has increased by only 31% (Tables 24.13, 24.18).

· The number of passengers traveling on Israel Railways has been rising substantially and continuously since the end of the 1990s. In 2004, the number of railway passengers in Israel reached about 23 million, compared with 12.7 million in 2000 (Table 24.4).

Capital Formation in Infrastructures

· Gross domestic capital formation in development of infrastructure declined by 11% in 2004. The main decline was in capital formation in road construction (-27%), and in development of energy sources (-30%), following a sharp increase in the item (38%) in 2003 (Table 14.15).

Business

· 98.6% of the businesses in Israel employ up to 50 workers. Data are taken from Table 18.3, which is based on the new Business Registry established at the Central Bureau of Statistics and describes the development of businesses in Israel, by size and industry.

Agriculture

· The amount of agricultural output for export increased by 31.1% in 2004 compared with 2003 (Table 19.17).

· Marketing of agricultural produce: 65% of table eggs, 50% of cattle milk, 75% of sheep and goats’ milk, 55% of broilers, and 43% of turkeys were marketed in the Northern and Haifa districts. 3% of the cattle milk, 7% of the turkeys, and 3% of the broilers were marketed in the Judea, Samaria and Gaza areas (Table 19.6)

Public Order

· Investigation files opened by the police in 2004: The number of investigation files opened by the police amounted to about 400,000 in 2004, as in previous years.

Most of the public complaints that were submitted to the police and led to the opening of investigation files were for property crimes (mainly theft) – 64%; 15% were related to public order (mainly threats), and 7.8% involved bodily harm (Table 11.7).

· Criminal convictions: The number of criminal convictions in 2003 was similar to previous years – about 43,000. About one-fourth of the convictions were for public order offenses, about one-fifth were for bodily harm, 17% were for crimes against property, and 15% were crimes against morality.
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