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This Press release includes data in a variety of topics: 
Population, Vital Statistics – Live Births and Fertility, Life Expectancy and Infant Mortality, Immigration, Demographic Characteristics of Households, Society and Welfare, Education, Government and Local Authorities, Criminal Statistics (Public Order), Labour and Wages – Labour Force Survey, Job Vacancies, National Accounts, Input-Output Tables, Business, Manufacturing, Tourism, Biotechnology Companies, Construction, Agriculture, Food Supply Balance Sheet, Environment, Energy, Transport and Communications  
Israel's Population (Chapter 2) 

· On the eve of Rosh Hashanah 5774 (2013), the population of Israel numbers approximately 8,080,600 persons
 – approximately 6,066,300 Jews, approximately 1,669,800 Arabs, and approximately 344,500 persons categorized as "others"
 (preliminary estimations for the average of August 2013). 

Population Growth (Chapter 2) 
· At the end of 2012, Israel's population numbered 7.985 million persons: Of those, 6.0 million were Jews (75.1%), 1.647 million were Arabs (20.6%), and another 338,000 were "others" (4.2%).
· The rate of growth of the total population during 2012 was 1.9%, similar to the previous decade. A similar rate of growth was prevalent in Israel during the 1980's, years with a low rate of immigration. In the 1990's, years with a high rate of immigration from the Former Soviet Union, the average rate of growth was approximately 3% per year. 
· In 2012, the rate of growth of the Jewish population was 1.7% (similar to previous years), of the Arab population – 2.3% (a decrease from 3.1% during 1996–2008). The population of others2 was unchanged (2.8%). 
· The rate of growth of the Moslem population was 2.5%, of the Christian population – 1.7%, and of the Druze population – 1.5%. 
Age and Sex (Chapter 2) 
· The Israeli population is considered a relatively younger population than that of Western countries. In 2012, the percentage of children aged 0-14 in Israel was 28.2% and the percentage of those aged 65 and over was 10.4%. 
· The share of those aged 75 and over among the Israeli population grew moderately over the years: 4.8% in 2012, compared with 3.8% at the beginning of the nineties. Among Jews, the share of those aged 75 and over was relatively higher (5.8% in 2012, compared with 4.4% at the beginning of the nineties). 
· The population's aging trend is continuing, although moderately. In 2012, the median age rose and stood at 29.6 years. In 2000, the median age was 27.6. In comparing the sexes, the median age of men was 28.5 in 2012
, and that of women was 30.6.  

· In Israel, there are 981 males per 1,000 females. Up to age 29, the number of males is greater than the number of females, and from the age of 30 and over the number of females is greater than the number of males. At age 75 and over, 692 males are alive per 1,000 females.
Marital Status (Average for 2011) (Chapter 2)

· In the Jewish population, a phenomenon of pushing off the age of marriage can be discerned, which is expressed by the high percentage of never-married persons aged 25-29. In 2011, approximately 63.9% of the men and approximately 46.1% of the women were still never-married at these ages, compared with approximately 54.0% of the men and 38.1% of the women at those ages who were never-married in 2000. 
· Among the Moslems only about 45.0% of the men and 18.9% of the women at those ages are never-married. 
Origin (Chapter 2)

· The proportion of natively born Israelis in the population has continuously increased since the establishment of the State. Approximately 74.0% of the total Jewish population in Israel were natively born Israelis in 2012, at the time of the State's establishment, they comprised only 35%. 
· The largest category of origin
 was that of those who originated from Europe-America. This category numbered more than 2.2 million persons at the end of 2012, approximately 35.2% of Jews and Others. Of Jews and Others, 39.6% were born in Israel, and their father was born in Israel as well. Approximately 14.3% of total Jews and Others (approximately 904,000 persons) were born in Africa or their father was born in Africa. The smallest category is those originating from Asia – approximately 691,000 persons – 10.9% of total Jews and Others. Those born in Asia immigrated to Israel mainly in the 1950's and 60's, since then, immigration from Asia has almost entirely ceased. 
Geographical Distribution of the Population (Chapter 2)

· Approximately 41% of Israel's population lives in the center of the country – approximately 24% in the Central District and 16.5% in the Tel Aviv District. Approximately 16.5% live in the Northern District, approximately 14% in the Southern District; approximately 12% live in the Haifa District and the same in the Jerusalem District, and an additional approximately 4% live in the Judea and Samaria Area. 
· About half of the Jewish population is concentrated in Israel's center (28.3% in the Central District and 20.5% in the Tel Aviv District).   
· Close to 60% of the Arabs are concentrated in the north of Israel (42.8% in the Northern District and 14.4% in the Haifa District); approximately 13% of the total Arab population are found in the Southern District (most of whom are Bedouins), and in the Jerusalem District – 18.9%.  
· In 2012, the population's percentage of growth was 1.9%. A growth larger than the average was recorded in Central District (2.2%), the Jerusalem District (2.0%), and the Southern District (2.0%). In the other districts, the percentage of growth was lower than the national average – in the Northern District (1.6%), in the Haifa District (1.5%) and in the Tel Aviv District (1.1%). 
· Among the six major cities in Israel (those that have more than 200,000 residents), Petah Tiqwa had the highest percentage of growth in 2012 (1.8%), followed by Jerusalem with 1.5% The percentages of growth in the other major cities were less than one and a half percent: Ashdod and Haifa – 1%, Rishon LeZiyyon – 1.3%, and in Tel Aviv-Yafo (1.4%).   
· In 2012, the percentage of growth in rural localities reached 3.8%.  

Internal Migration (Chapter 2)
· During 2012, close to 260,800 address changes (between localities) were recorded in the Population Register. The number of address changes increased compared with the previous year (2011), in which approximately 244,300 changes were recorded.  
· The Central District had the highest positive internal migration among districts in 2012; it held this position in the previous two decades as well. During 2012, approximately 10,400 persons were added to the population in the Central District as a result of internal migration. In the Judea and Samaria Area, there was a positive migration balance of approximately 4,300. In the Haifa District, a positive migration balance of approximately 1,200 persons was recorded in 2012; this was a continuation of the directional change in the trend of the Haifa District's balance compared with previous years, in which there was a negative migration balance in the District. In other districts (Jerusalem, Northern, Tel Aviv, and Southern), the migration balance was negative. The negative migration balance in the Jerusalem District was especially prevalent with -7,500 persons. In the Tel Aviv District, there was stability in 2012, and the balance continued to be negative, at -4,800 (compared with a negative balance of -4,000 in 2011). In the Southern District, a negative internal migration balance of -1,900 persons was recorded. 
· Similar to the previous year, in all the cities numbering more than 200,000 residents
 (except Petah Tiqwa), there was a negative migration balance. The negative migration balance with the highest value was recorded in the city of Jerusalem (-8,700 persons). The lowest value negative migration balance was recorded in Haifa (-700 persons). In Petah Tiqwa, on the other hand, a positive migration balance was recorded of approximately 3,000 persons, higher than 2011, in which the migration balance was 1,900.
· Of the eight cities with 100,000 to 199,999 residents, there was a positive internal migration balance in Ashqelon, Netanya, and Rehovot. A negative migration balance was recorded in all the rest of the cities in this group.

· The migration balance among the rural population remained positive as it has been for many years, at 7,900 residents in 2012.
Population Density (Chapter 2)  
· As a result of the increase in the Israeli population, the population density has been continuously rising, and in 2012, it reached approximately 353 persons per square kilometer (excluding the Judea and Samaria Area), compared with approximately 288 persons per square meter in 2000. For the sake of comparison, in Slovenia, with an area close to that of Israel, the population density was 102 persons per sq. km., and in Belgium, with a somewhat larger area, the population density stood at 368 persons per sq. km. 
· Tel Aviv District is the most densely populated district, approximately 7,658 persons per sq. km. live in it. The Jerusalem and Central Districts are very densely populated as well, relatively, with 1,512 and 1,492 persons per sq. km., respectively. This is in comparison with the especially low population density in the north and south: approximately 295 persons per sq. km. in the Northern District and approximately 81 persons per sq. km. in the Southern District.     
· The most densely populated city among localities with 10,000 and more residents in Israel is Bene Beraq, in which the population density is 22,921 persons per sq. km. Other cities with high population density include Giv'atayim (17,232 persons per sq. km.), Bat Yam (15,764 persons per sq. km.), Modi'in Ilit (12,314 persons per sq. km.), and El'ad (11,859 persons per sq. km.). Of the cities numbering over 200,000 residents, Tel Aviv is most densely populated city (8,009 persons per sq. km.), followed by Jerusalem (6,527 persons per sq. km.).Of the Arab localities numbering over 10,000 residents, the most densely populated locality is Jisr Az-Zarqa, in which the population density is 8,402 persons per sq. km. It is followed by Nazareth with a population density of 5,211 persons per sq. km., and then Yafi with 4,330 persons per sq. km.   
Vital Statistics (Chapter 3)

Marriages and Divorces (Chapter 3) 

· In 2011, 51,271 couples married in Israel, of those, 76% were Jewish couples and 20% were Moslems. 
· In this year, 13,460 couples divorced in Israel, of those, 78% were Jewish couples and 13% were Moslems. 
· In 2011, the rate of marriages was 6.6 per 1,000 persons in the population, and the rate of divorces was 1.7 per 1,000 persons. For the sake of comparison, the rate of marriages stood at 7.0 per 1,000 in the period 1985–1989, and the rate of divorces was 1.2 per 1,000. 

· The proportion of never-married men among grooms who married in 2011 was 87% (89% of Jews), while the proportion of never-married women among brides who married the same year was 90% (both among the general population and among the Jewish women). By comparison, the proportion of never-married men among grooms in 2000 was 90% (89% of Jews), while the proportion of never-married women among brides of that year was 92% (91% among Jewish women). 
Live Births and Fertility (Chapter 3) 
· In 2012, 170,940 infants were born in Israel, 2.8% more than 2011, of these, 73% were born to Jewish mothers and 24% were born to Arab mothers. 
· The average number of children per women
 (total fertility rate) in 2012 was estimated at approximately 3.05, similar to that of 2011 (3.00). This rate is similar to the level at the end of the 1980's. In 2012, an increasing trend in the average number of children for Jewish women continued; it was estimated at 3.04 children per woman (compared with 2.98 in 2011). This is the highest level recorded since 1976. Among Moslem women, there was an increase in the number of children per women from 3.51 in 2011 to 3.54 in 2012. The average number of children for Druze women continued in a downward trend and reached 2.26 children per woman in 2012 (compared with 2.33 in 2011). Also among Christian women, as well as among women without a religious classification, there was a decrease in the average number of children per woman from 2.19 and 1.75, respectively, in 2011 to 2.17 and 1.68, respectively, in 2012.  
· The average age of mothers giving birth to their first child has been increasing – it was 25.1 in 1994 and up to 27.3 in 2012. This trend exists among all the religions, but among Jewish women it is higher – the average age was 28.2 in 2012, whereas among Moslem women the age is lower and the trend of increase is much more moderate, from 22.8 in 1994 to 23.5 in 2012. 
Table A. Average Number of Children per Woman, by District 2012

	District
	Average Number of Children per Woman

	Total
	3.05

	Judea and Samaria Area
	4.97

	Jerusalem District
	4.01

	Southern District
	3.46

	Central District
	2.77

	Northern District
	2.72

	Tel Aviv District
	2.60

	Haifa District 
	2.55


Life Expectancy and Infant Mortality (Chapter 3, Tables 3.1, 3.2, 3.24 and Chapter 28, Table 28.3)  

· The life expectancy at birth in 2012 was 79.9 years for men, and 83.6 years for women, unchanged from the life expectancy among men and women in 2011. 
· Life expectancy rose from the end of the 1970's (1975-1979) until 2012 by 8.7 years among men and 8.9 years among women. In the previous decade, life expectancy has risen by 2.4 years among men and by 2.1 year among women. 

· The life expectancy of Jews is higher than that of Arabs. In 2012, the gap stood at 3.7 years among men and 3.3 years among women. Compared with the previous decade, the difference in life expectancy among men increased and the difference among women decreased: In 2002 the difference was 3.4 years and among women it was 4.0 years.   
· Israel's life expectancy is higher than most OECD countries. In 2011, the life expectancy of men was ranked fourth (after Iceland, Switzerland, Italy, and together with Sweden) and the life expectancy of women was ranked lower, in 13th place. 

· The infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births in 2012 was 3.5, unchanged from 2011. In 2002, the rate was 5.4. The infant mortality rate was high among Arabs compared with Jews and Others – 6.5 among Arabs versus 2.7 among Jews and Others. The relative gap in the infant mortality rate between Jews and Arabs in 2012 is slightly higher than the relative gap at the beginning of the 2000s. 

Cause of Death (Chapter 3, Table 3.30)  

· The main causes of death in 2011 were malignant neoplasms (cancer) – 25.3% of deaths, and heart disease – 16.1% of deaths. They were followed by cerebrovascular disease – 6.0% of deaths, and diabetes mellitus – 5.4% of deaths. Of the total deaths, 4.7% were from external causes (non-disease related causes). The distribution of causes of death in 2011 was similar to the distribution in 2010. A decade ago, the proportion of those who died from cancer was slightly lower (24.6% of total deaths), whereas the proportion of those who died from heart disease was higher (21.2%). 
National Expenditure on Health (Chapter 6, Table 28.2)  

· The national expenditure on health, at constant prices, increased by 4% in 2012, compared with 2011. The national expenditure on health, at current prices, amounted to NIS 73.8 billion in 2012, which was 7.4% of the GDP. 

· Private financing comprised 39% of the national expenditure on health in 2012, compared with 38% in 2011. Collection of the health tax was 24% of the financing. Within private financing, the expenditure of households on medicines and medical services (such as physicians, clinics, dentists) financed 26% of the national expenditure on health, private insurance comprises 10% of the private financing, and the remaining 3% are the expenditures of private non-profit institutions and the general hospitals that belong to them. Financing from the State's budget comprises 35% of the national expenditure on health. 

· In 2011, 26 of OECD countries had a percentage of the expenditure on health out of the GDP higher than that of Israel (7.4%); the median of OECD was 9.3%. 

Press Release: National Expenditure on Health – 2012
Immigration and International Migration (Chapter 4) 
· In 2012, 16,558 immigrants arrived in Israel, a decrease of 2% in the number of immigrants compared with 2011. The largest amounts of immigrants were from the following countries: Russia (3,545 immigrants), Ethiopia (2,432), USA (2,290), Ukraine (2,048), and France (1,653).  
· In 2012, the rate of immigration continued to be relatively low – 2.6 immigrants per 1,000 residents (Jews and Others). 
· The median age of immigrants who arrived in 2012 was 30.0. The lowest median age was among the African immigrants (18.6), while the highest median age was among the European immigrants (33.4).  
· In 2012, immigration continued to be composed of a majority of women – 895 men per 1,000 women. 
· The migration balance
 of Israelis (not including immigrants) who departed from Israel during 2011 in comparison with Israelis who returned in 2011 was negative and stood at 6,700 Israelis (compared to a negative migration balance of 5,400 in 2010). 
· In 2012, approximately 30,000 foreign citizens entered Israel with a work permit. The countries of the Former Soviet Union, the Philippines, and Thailand led the number of entries in 2012. In that year, approximately 32,000 workers from abroad who had entered with a work permit left the country.  
Households and Families (Chapter 5)

Demographic Characteristics of Households
 and Families (Chapter 5) 

· The number of households in Israel in 2011 was 2,258,900 households, a Jew stood at the head of 82% of them, and an Arab stood at the head of 14%.  
· The average number of persons per household was 3.3 persons per household in the total population; in the Jewish population – 3.1, and in the Arab population – 4.8.  
· Of the households, 80% are "family" households (in which at least one nuclear family lives) and 20% are "non-family" households, which are mostly households of one person living alone (they comprise approximately about 18% of the total households). 
· The proportion of households with one person is almost four times more among the Jews (approximately 22%) than among the Arabs (6%). 
· In 2012, 1,870,500 families lived in Israel. Most of the families (about 90%) lived without additional persons or additional families in the household. 
· In 2012, the number of lone-parent families with at least one child up to age 17 was 114,000. These families comprise approximately 12% of the total families with children up to age 17 in Israel. 
· Among the various population districts, Tel Aviv District is characterized by the highest percentage of couples without children (about 32%), compared with the national percentage, about 24%. Additionally, it has the lowest percentage of couples with children up to age 17 (about 39%), compared with the national percentage of 49%.  
· The Southern District and the Tel Aviv District are characterized by the highest percentage of lone-parent families with children up to age 17 (7.6% and 6.8%, respectively), compared with the national percentage of 6.1%. 
· The highest average number of persons per family was found in the Judea and Samaria Area (4.6 persons per family) and in the Jerusalem District (4.3) and Northern District (4.1), whereas the lowest was in the Tel Aviv District (3.2). 
Note: Data on households and families are based on the Labour Force Survey 2012. 
The data include the total households, excluding households of institutions, kibbutzim, student dormitories, and those who live outside of localities (Bedouins in the South and others). 

Society and Welfare (Chapter 7)

Society and Welfare (Chapter 7, Table 7.17, New Tables 7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.11, 7.12, 7.13, 7.14) 

· In 2012, about 17% (about 1.3 million persons) of the total population were registered at social services departments of the Ministry of Social Affairs.
 The rate of persons registered
 at social services departments out of the total population in Israel decreased from 2002 to 2012 from 169.4 registered persons per 1,000 persons to 168.9 registered persons per 1,000 persons, respectively. 

· In 2012, 15% of the Jewish population and 23% of the Arab population were registered at social services departments. 
· 32% of persons aged 65 and over were registered at the social services departments; 48% of persons aged 75 and over were registered.

· In 2012, children up to age 14 comprised 26% of the total persons registered at the social services departments, compared to their share in the general population (28%).  

· Approximately 20% were elderly persons over age 65, twice as much as their share in the general population (10%); approximately 15% of the men registered at the social services departments are elderly persons over age 65, and approximately 24% of the registered women. 

· Between 2002 and 2012, the rate of persons registered at social services departments out of the Jewish population decreased slightly, from 153.1 registered persons per 1,000 persons to 152.2 registered persons per 1,000 persons, whereas this rate among the Arab population increased from 177.6 per 1,000 persons to 232.5 per 1,000 persons, and increase of 31%.
· The rate of persons registered at social services departments out of the population of women increased between 2002 and 2012, from 179.3 per 1,000 persons to 181.1 per 1,000 persons, whereas this rate among the population of men decreased from 159.3 per 1,000 persons to 156.4 per 1,000 persons during the same period. 

Social Survey, Persons Aged 20 and Over (Chapter 7) 

· Over the course of the previous decade, the percentage of persons satisfied with their life increased from 83% in 2002 to 88% in 2011; 52% evaluate that their life will be better in the future: 70% of persons aged 20-44, 40% of those aged 45-64, and 17% of those aged 65 and over (Table 7.1). 
· 60% were satisfied with their economic situation and 45% expect that their economic situation will improve in the future (Table 7.1). 
· In 2011, 26% reported that they feel lonely ("often" or "sometimes, occasionally"), compared with 32% in 2002 (Table 7.1).  
· 9% of the Jewish population define themselves as Ultra-Orthodox, 10% as Religious, 15% as Traditional-Religious, 23% as Traditional-Not so Religious, and 43% as Secular (Table 7.6).   
The special topic of the 2012 Social Survey was Life-Long Learning and Usage of Languages (New Tables 7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.11, 7.12, 7.13, 7.14)
Press Release: Selected Data from the Social Survey 2012 on the Organization of Workers
Education 

· Among Israel residents aged 20 and over, 18% graduated from an upper-secondary school without a matriculation certificate, 37% have a matriculation certificate or a tertiary type-B diploma (non-academic diploma), 16% have a first degree, and 10% have a second or third degree. The remaining 18% have not received any of the aforementioned diplomas (Table 7.8). 
· 29% of Jews have academic degrees, compared with 12% of Arabs; 39% of immigrants who arrived post 1990 have academic degree (Table 7.8). 
Leisure Activity  

· 24% of the population aged 20 and older participated in classes or courses during the previous twelve months, which were not for vocational training. Men participated in classes less than women, 20% versus 28%, respectively. The most common classes and courses were in sport activities, such as fitness rooms, sport games, and dancing. Of all the age groups examined, the persons in their forties had the highest rate of participation in classes – 27%, compared with 22% among younger persons aged 20-29. Nonetheless, the rate of participation was at least 20% in all the age groups examined, included those aged 75 and older.
 Among the six major cities, the rate of participation in courses in Tel Aviv was the highest (37%). 
· 47% of persons aged 20 and older went to the theater or an entertainment performance in the past year, half (50%) of women and 43% of men. As concerning the rate of participation in classes, a difference is apparent in the rate of persons who went to the theater or an entertainment performance among the six major cities, in that Tel Aviv has the highest rate (63%), followed by Petah Tiqwa (59%) and Rishon LeZiyyon (58%). The lowest rate of persons who went to the theater or an entertainment performance was in Jerusalem – 28%; it was 38% among the Jews in the city (Table 7.13). 
Languages 

· The mother tongue of half (49%) of the population aged 20 and over is Hebrew; it is Arabic for 18%, Russian for 15%, Yiddish for 2%, French for 1.9%, English for 1.9%, and Spanish for 1.6% (Table 7.14). 

· Among persons aged 20-44, Hebrew is the mother tongue of 60%, compared with 44% of persons aged 45-64, and 18% among persons aged 65 and older. 

· 24% of the population have difficulty in filling out forms and writing official letters in Hebrew, 60% of those whose mother tongue is Russian, and 7% of those who mother tongue is Hebrew. Among Arabs, 45% have difficulty in filling out forms and writing official letters in Hebrew (Table 7.14).  
Education (Chapter 8, New Tables 8.3, 8.25, 8.70) 

Educational Institutions 
· In the school year 2011/12 there were 2,189 primary schools active in Hebrew education, compared to 2,143 in 2010/11. In secondary education (lower and upper) there were 1,462 institutions in 2010/11, compared with 1,431 in 2010/11. In the Arab sector there were 570 primary schools in 2011/12, compared to 552 in 2010/11. In secondary education there were 373 institutions in 2011/12 compared to 360 in 2010/11. 

Studies and Continuing Studies 

· In 2011/12, 444,956 children aged 2-6 went to municipal and public kindergartens; of them, about 21% were Arabs. The largest number of children who went to municipal and public kindergartens were aged 5 (the age of compulsory education) – 142,097, about 32% of all children who went to municipal and public kindergartens at age 2-6.    
· In 2011/12, 934,191 pupils aged 6-12 studied in grades 1-6. The rate of study
 for ages 6-12 in grades 1-6 was 85.7%. 
· In 2011/12, 730,602 pupils aged 12-17 studied in grades 7-12. The rate of study for ages 12-17 in grades 7-12 was 92.4%. The rate of study for girls was 95.6% and the rate for boys was 89.4%. The rate of study of Arabs was 93.6%, while for Jews and Others it was 92.0%. 

· In the school year 2011/12 and the transition to 2012/13, about 32,000 pupils in grades 1-12 dropped out of the educational system of the Ministry of Education; these pupils were 2.05% of all pupils. 
· The percentage of those who dropped out of the educational system among pupils in grades 7-12 in Arab education was higher than that in Hebrew education (4.7% versus 2.8%), and it increases in grade 9 (13.7% of the boys and 5.8% of the girls in Arab education, compared with 3.9% of the boys and 1.9% of the girls in Hebrew education). 
Matriculation Examinees

· Those entitled to a matriculation certificate in 2011/12 – The percentage of those entitled to a matriculation certificate among examinees increased from 66.3% in 2010/11 to 69.5% in 2011/12; in Hebrew education, the percentage rose from 70.4% to 73.5% and in Arab education, from 52.5% to 56.3%. The higher the mother's education, the higher the chances that her children will be entitled to a matriculation certificate. In Hebrew education, 56% of the examinees whose mother received an education of 1-8 years of education passed the exams, compared with 89% of students whose mother had an education of 16 or more years, and in Arab education, 51% vs. 89%, respectively.
· Entitled to a matriculation certificate among twelfth grade students – In 2010/11, the rate of those entitled to a matriculation certificate reached 57% -58% in Hebrew education, compared with 50% in Arab education. 
· Towards the end of the first decade of the 2000's, the gaps in the rates of entitlement to a matriculation certificate existing between the academic and technological tracks closed. In Hebrew education, the gaps in the rates of entitlement decreased from 64% in the academic track versus 40% in the technological track in 2000, to 59% versus 57%, respectively, in 2011. In Arab education, on the other hand, the ratio inverted in favor of the technological track, from 48% entitled in the academic track versus 28% in the technological track in 2000, to 49% versus 51% in 2011, respectively.
Student Population in Israel 2012/13
· In 2012/13, 262,900 students studied in Israel, for all types of degrees in universities, academic colleges and colleges of education. Most of the students were studying for a first degree (196,600 students, of those, 60,100 were new students). There were 65,100 students studying for advanced degrees – 54,400 for a second degree and 10,700 for a third degree (PhD). The studies for a third degree take place only in universities. (Table 8.54)
· Among students for a first degree, 94,500 studied in academic colleges, 74,000 studied in universities and 28,200 studied in colleges of education. For the sake of comparison, before slightly more than a decade ago, in 1999/2000, there were 74,200 students in universities, 33,300 in academic colleges and 24,300 in colleges of education (Table 8.54). 
· Additionally, in 2012/13, 46,500 students studied in an academic track in the Open University.
 Of those, 42,800 studied for a first degree and the remainder studied for a second degree or academic diploma. 
Recipients of Degrees from Institutions of Higher Education in Israel Who Stayed Abroad – New Data (Table 8.70) 

· In 2011, the proportion of those living abroad was 3.1% of all recipients of degrees in 2001-2005, and it was consistently increasing, in that the senior group stood at 7.6% (among all degree recipients from the years 1986-1990). In general, women tend to stay more in Israel – in all the groups of seniority. The percentage of women staying abroad was slightly lower than the corresponding rate among all degree recipients.
·  In all groups, the proportion living abroad among all degree recipients who studied science and engineering, was twice as high (approx.) than those who studied social sciences and humanities (4.7% versus 2.5%, respectively, among degree recipients in 2001-2005; 10.6% vs. 5.8%, respectively, among degree recipients in 1986-1990). These differences were more significant among third degree recipients – 14% of third degree recipients in 2001-2005 who studied science and engineering stayed abroad for an extended period, compared with only 3.3% among those degree recipients who studied social sciences and humanities. These differences were found in all groups according to seniority. 
Teaching Staff in the Education System (Tables 8.3, 8.4, 8.7, 8.18) 
· In the 2012/13 school year, about 135,000 teachers taught in schools, compared with about 103,000 teachers in 1999/2000, (an increase of 32%).   
· The growth rate in the number of teachers increased from 1.8% per year in the previous decade to 3.8% per year at the beginning of the present decade; in ultra-Orthodox education, the growth rate decreased from 6.4% to 1.6% per year, respectively.
· Weekly working hours in the entire system increased from about 2.3 million hours in 2000 to about 3.7 million in 2012/13 (an increase of 60%). 
· The growth rate in the number of working hours in the system increased from about 3.3% a year in the previous decade to about 6.0% per year at the beginning of the present decade; in ultra-Orthodox education, the growth rate in the number of working hours decreased from 6.2% to 4.6% per year, respectively.
· Over the past decade, the rate of growth in the number of teachers was higher than the rate of increase in the number of students in all parts of the system.
· Over the past decade, there has been an increase in average working weekly hours per class throughout the system, while in the average pupils per teacher, there was a decrease in all parts of the system.
· The upward trend in the share of women in all parts of the system has been continuing. In Arab education, the percentage of women in upper secondary schools increased from 50.5% in 2012/13 and they are the majority of teachers in all levels of Arab education.
· In 2012/13, the percentage of teachers over the age of 50 in Hebrew education reached 39% in upper secondary schools and about 35% in lower secondary schools.
· The upward trend in the percentage of teachers with second degree (M.A.) and higher grade of wages has continued in all parts of the system. In Hebrew secondary education  their proportion reached 41% in 2012/13.
Projections of Students for the Education System (Tables 8.12, 8.23) 

· The total number of students in schools is expected to increase to about 1.744 million students by the year 2019 (an addition of approximately 182,000 students, compared to 2012).

· In Hebrew education, an addition of approximately 139,000 students is expected (an increase of about 12%). In Arab education, an addition of approximately 40,000 students is expected (an increase of about 10%).
· Most of the increase in the number of students is expected in primary education (about 123,000 students), in ultra-Orthodox schools (about 63,000 students) and in the Jerusalem District (76,000 students) and the Center District (about 58,000). 
· In Arab education, the annual growth rate of the number of students is expected to decline during the forecast period, from 3.4% a year to 1.3% per year.
· In ultra-Orthodox education, the annual growth rate is expected to decline during the forecast period: In primary education, from 4.7% average per year during the previous decade to 3.6% average per year, and in secondary education, from 4.0% average per year to 2.3% average per year.
· In Hebrew education, the annual growth rate of the number of students is expected to double over the projection period, from 0.9% per year to 1.8% per year.
National Expenditure on Education (Chapter 8; Table 28.4)

· In 2012, the national expenditure on education, at constant prices, increased by 3.6%, following an increase of 5.0% in 2011. Expenditure on education includes the expenditures of public and private educational institutions in all levels of education – from pre-primary to higher education, as well as households' expenditure for private lessons, textbooks, etc. 

· The most updated OECD figures (for 2010) show that the expenditure on educational institutions in Israel is relatively high – 7.0% of the GDP, compared with 6.5% in OECD member countries. In this comparison, one should take into account that the percentage of young people in the Israeli population is relatively higher than that of OECD nations. Thus, Israel has a higher percentage of students while at the same time the percentage of residents at working age who can fund education is less. 
Press Release: National Expenditure on Education, 2009-2012 
National Expenditure for Culture, Entertainment, and Sport (Chapter 9) 

· National expenditure for culture, entertainment and sport in 2012 totaled NIS 44 billion, which comprises 4.4% of the Gross Domestic Product. National expenditure for culture, entertainment and sport, at constant prices, increased by 4.1% in 2011, in comparison with 2010. 

· Households funded a sum of approximately NIS 36.5 billion, which comprises 87.8% of the national expenditure for culture, entertainment and sport. 
Press Release: National Expenditure on Culture, Entertainment and Sport, 2012 

Government and Local Authorities (Chapter 10, New Tables 10.4, 10.5, 10.7)  
Criminal Statistics (Public Order) (Chapter 11, Tables 11.4, 11.5, 11.6, 11.8, New Tables: 11.7, 11.9)
The data presented in Tables 11.4 to 11.7 reflect the information on persons accused in criminal trials that were convicted in the given year and the crimes they committed (Tables 11.8-11.9). The data include convictions conducted in courts of first instance, but do not include cases that were closed/withdrawn by the state attorney's office or by the police due to administrative and other decisions, in which a verdict was not given.
Accused persons in felony cases: 
During the period 2000-2011, there was a mixed trend of increases and decreases in the number of accused persons who were judged in the given year. Most of the accused persons were criminally responsible as adults; the percentage of adult accused persons fluctuated between 89%-92%.   
In 2011, court judgments were rendered for 41,741 accused persons:

· 91% of those were criminally responsible as adults.
· 8% were women.

· More than half of the accused adults were Jews (53.3%); the percentage of Jews was the similar among adult accused persons and juveniles – 53.4% and 51.5%, respectively.

· More than half (55.4%) of the accused adults were recidivists (convicted twice or more during the years preceding 2011). Among juveniles, on the other hand, only a quarter of the accused persons (25.0%) were recidivists. 
· 84.5% of the total accused persons (35,300) were found guilty and convicted for at least a portion of the offences in the file. 
· Among adults, the percentage of convictions is almost twice as high as that of juveniles. Most of the criminally responsible adults were convicted in judgment and the percentage of conviction was 88.5%. In contrast, most of the criminally responsible juveniles were not convicted and their rate of conviction was less than half – 45.6%. 
· Few changes were apparent in the rate of conviction over the previous decade. There were years in which the gaps between adults and juveniles were greater, nevertheless, the trend was usually the same. The rate of conviction among adults in the past decade was about 90% on the average, while among juveniles it was less than half over the entire period (except for 2009, in which the rate among juveniles was 51.4%).  

Adults convicted in judgment: 

· In 2011, there were 33,500 adults convicted, of those, 81% (27,200) were Israeli residents; their rate was 5.3 adults per 1,000 persons aged 19 and over in the general population. 
· Among the Arab population 14,500 accused persons were convicted, of those, 58.4% (8,500) were Israeli residents. The rate of adult Israeli residents who were convicted among the Arab population was twice as much as that among the Jews and Others population – 9.8 versus 4.4 adults per 1,000 persons, respectively.  

· The most common offences among convicted adults were crimes against the public order, both among Jews (37%) and among Arabs (39% – including residents of the Palestinian Authority, as well as violations of the law of entry into Israel). The next most common group of offenses among Arabs was offences against the security of the state (16%), whereas among Jews it was offenses of bodily harm and offenses of property (about 15% in each category). The offenses against morality and sex crimes were twice as prevalent among Jews as among Arabs. 
Juveniles convicted in judgment (Table 11.6): 

· In 2011, there were 1,800 juveniles convicted, of those, 59% (1,100) were Israeli residents; their rate was 1.2 adults per 1,000 persons aged 12-18 in the general population. 

· Among the juveniles, as among the adults, those that were not Israeli residents were from the Arab population. Among the Arab population 1,100 juveniles were convicted, of those, only 31.3% were Israeli residents. Among Arabs, the rate of juvenile Israeli residents who were convicted was slightly higher than that among the Jews and Others population – 1.3 versus 1.1 per 1,000 persons, respectively.  

· The most common offences among convicted Jewish juveniles were offenses of property (37.7%). The next most common group of crimes is offenses of bodily harm (21.4%), followed by crimes against the public order (17.7%). In contrast, the most common crimes among convicted Arab juveniles are offenses against the security of the state (48.0%), followed by crimes against the public order (17.8%) and offenses of property (15.4%).  

Labour and Wages – Labour Force Survey (Chapter 12, New Tables 12.34, 12.35)

In 2012, the transition from a quarterly Labour Force Survey to a monthly one was completed. At the same time, the method of measurement was changed from the civilian labour force to the general labour force (including persons serving in the compulsory and permanent army). Thus, one must exercise caution in a comparison between the data of 2012 and previous years. 
Press Release on the Labour Force Survey including an Explanation of the Change In 2012 (original data): 
· The unemployment rate of the labour force among persons aged 15 and over - 6.9%.
· The percentage of persons aged 15 and older in the labour force - 63.6%.
· The employment rate (the percentage of employed persons in the population) among persons aged 15 and older - 59.2%.
· The percentage of unemployed persons of the labour force among person aged 25-64 - 5.9%.
· Employment rate of persons aged 25-64 - 74.0%.
· Among the districts, the district with the lowest percentage of unemployed persons in 2012 was the Tel Aviv District - 5.5%.
· Among localities with more than 100,000 residents, the lowest percentage of unemployed persons in 2012 was in Holon - 4.5%.
· The proportion of employees in high-tech out of all employees reached 8.9% in 2012.
Job Vacancies (Chapter 12) 
· In 2012 there were 64,400 job vacancies on the average per month, compared with 65,100 in 2011.
· The number of job vacancies was the largest in the Business services industry (Section I) – 16,100, compared with 14,600 in 2011.
· The number of job vacancies was the largest among the occupations of "agents, sales workers and service workers" – 18,600 on the average per month, compared with 17,000 in 2011.
Supply and Demand in the Labour Market (Chapter 12)

The ratio between supply and demand in the labour market expresses the ratio between those seeking work and job vacancies on the level of occupations. In actuality, integration is performed on Labour Force Survey data (the supply) and the Job Vacancy Survey data (the demand) on the level of occupations. 
· In 2012, the ratio between supply (job vacancies) and demand (job seekers) in the labour market increased to 6.0 - compared with 5.2 in 2011. 
National Accounts (Chapter 14)  

The Gross Domestic Product data were revised for several years, while making methodological changes (published by the Statistical Office of the United Nations and agreed upon by international organizations such as the OECD, IMF, World Bank, etc.). As a result, the absolute level of the GDP increased in all the years, but the percentage of change between the years ("growth") did not change significantly.
· The Gross Domestic Product, at constant prices, increased in 2012 by 3.4%. GDP is equal to the net value of all goods and services produced in Israel. The total resources available to the economy increased by 3.1% 
· Details of the uses of resources show that private consumption grew by 3.2%, while private consumption expenditure per capita increased by 1.4%

· Public consumption expenditure increased by 3.2%.
· Fixed capital investment increased by 3.5% and exports of goods and services at constant prices rose by only 0.9% in 2012.  
Input - Output Tables (Chapter 14)
An important project completed and published this year was the Input-Output Tables for 2006. Previous tables were prepared for 1995. Input-Output Tables were prepared at the level of itemization of 249 industries, based on the Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities 1993 and were converted to the 2011 Classification. 
Input-Output Tables are particularly important for examining basic statistics, improvement and expansion of the National Accounts and constitute a basis for weights of various indices: the prices of output, consumption and inputs, data analysis of foreign trade and the balance of payments, analyzing the effects of economic policy, analysis of energy data and the quality of the environment.
Input-Output Tables on the CBS Website 
Business (Chapter 18)
· During 2012, the Israeli economy numbered about 505,000 businesses, in which activity was recorded for at least one month (employment data from the National Insurance Institute and/or VAT revenue data), as obtained from the Business Register established by the Central Bureau of Statistics in 2003. Out of all the business dealers and persons employed in the economy, 247,000 had employees and the rest were independents and establishments that did not have employees.
· In 2012, 49,100 businesses opened and 39,000 closed, the business sector actually increased by 10,100 new businesses.
· According to a sample taken from the reports to Value Added Tax (VAT), 478,000 dealers were active in 2012 and the business sector revenue amounted to NIS 1,616 billion, an increase of 3.3% at current prices and a quantity increase of 2.8%, compared to the revenue recorded in 2011.
In the past year the CBS moved to a new classification, the Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities 2011, which was based on the recommendations of the United Nations in cooperation with Advisory Sub-Committee on the Classification of Economic Activities under the auspices of the Public Council for Statistics. The 2011 Classification was built on the basis of ISIC Rev. 4 (of the UN), and changes and adjustments were made for the Israeli economy.
Industries Survey (Chapters 18, 20, 22)

The Industries Survey for 2010 investigated businesses in the business sector in all industrial branches (1993 Classification), except for Agriculture and Diamonds, and is based on financial statements.
· A summary of the survey showed that the total jobs in industries studied in 2010 was 2,440,000 jobs (75% of all jobs in Israel), the output amounted to NIS 1.050 trillion at current prices, and the gross value added reached NIS 475 billion. The Manufacturing and Business services industries were particularly outstanding: 15% of jobs, 32% of output and 23% of the value added were recorded in Manufacturing, and 24% of jobs, 18% of output and 24% of the value added were in Business services.  

· The sample of industries for 2010 was according to the 1993 Classification, but as of 2011 the sample will be according to the new 2011 Classification.
· Distribution of the Industries Survey data by sector shows that over 75% of jobs, output and value added were concentrated in the sector of non-financial companies, mostly private companies. It should be noted that more than 10% of output and value added were obtained from the non-financial private companies under foreign ownership.
Manufacturing (Chapter 20) 

The Manufacturing Indices Survey has carried out a transition to the Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities 2011. 
According to the new Classification, Manufacturing that once included mining and quarrying has been divided into two Sections: Mining and quarrying and Manufacturing.
· In 2012, in the Sections of Manufacturing and Mining and quarrying, there were about 12,000 establishments, who employed 362,000 jobs. 78% of the establishments employed 1-19 jobs, about 17% of employed 20-99 jobs and the rest, about 5% of the establishments, employed 100 or more jobs.
· A breakdown of Manufacturing (without Mining and quarrying) by technological intensity indicates that half of the establishments were in low technology, 35% in medium-low technology, 9% in medium-high technology and 5% in high technology. In the distribution of jobs in Manufacturing, about a third of the jobs were in low technology industries, a quarter in medium-low technology, 16% in medium-high technology, and 28% in high technology.
· In Manufacturing and Mining and quarrying the industrial production index, which is an estimate of the change in value added (in the GDP), increased in 2012 by 4%. 
· The Index of employee jobs increased by 0.8% and revenue at current prices rose by 10.3%.
Tourism (Chapter 23)
· 3.5 million visitor arrivals from abroad in 2012 (an increase of 5% compared to 2011), of which 2.9 million were tourists and 635,000 were day visitors; 86% of the tourist arrivals were by air and 14% by land.
· In that year there was an increase of 2% of tourist arrivals to Israel, compared to 2011, while person nights of tourist in tourist hotels decreased by 2%. The number of departures of Israelis abroad declined by one percent.
· 618,000 arrivals were tourists from the United States - a decrease of 3% compared with 2011.
· In 2012, there were 4.3 million departures abroad of Israelis - a decrease of one percent compared to 2011; 89% of departures were by air, 9% by land, and 2% by sea.
· 22.1 million person nights in tourist hotels (a decrease of one percent compared to 2011), of which 9.8 million were person nights of tourists (a decrease of 2% compared to 2011). The share of person nights of tourists out of all person nights in tourist hotels total in 2012 was 44%.
· Room occupancy in tourist hotels 2012 was 66%, similar to 2011.
· Rural tourism in that year was 2.3 million person nights (similar to 2011) and 17% were person nights of tourists. 
Biotechnology Companies (Chapter 26)

· In 2010, a survey was conducted among biotechnology companies; the previous survey was conducted in 2002. The data indicate that 233 biotechnology companies were active in Israel in 2010, and most of them were small companies (90% employed fewer than ten employees). The number of jobs in these companies was 4,537, and increased 32.4% compared with 2002. The increase in the number of jobs in R&D in biotechnology contributed to 59% of the increase. Revenue from the sale of biotechnological products stood at NIS 2.9 billion, and increased at a higher rate of 130.7% compared to 2002; exports were the main source of the increase (with a contribution of 94%).  
National Expenditure on Civilian R&D (Chapter 26, Chapter 28) 

· National expenditure for civilian research and development, at current prices, totaled NIS 39.4 billion in 2012, and its share of the GDP was 4.0%. In 2012, the national expenditure for civilian R&D, at constant prices, increased by 5.3%, following an increase of 3.8% in 2011 and of 1.3% in 2010. 

Construction (Chapter 22) 

· In construction begun on new dwellings in acquisition groups in 2012, there was a decrease of about 19% compared with 2011. In Tel Aviv-Yafo there was a decrease of about 46%, whereas in Jerusalem there was an increase of about 34%. 

· In 2012 in comparison to 2011, 1,370 new dwellings were sold under privately initiated construction in Petah Tiqwa – an increase of about 4%; about 1,260 new dwellings were sold in Tel Aviv-Yafo – an increase of about 6%, and about 1,180 new dwellings in Netanya – an increase of about 2%. 
· The average number of months from the beginning of construction of a new dwelling until the time of sale in the housing market was about nine months in 2012, compared with half a year in 2011.  

· The average number of months that new dwellings remained for sale in the housing market, from the time construction was begun until the end of December, was about 14 months in 2012, compared with about a year in 2011. 
Agriculture (Chapter 19) 

· The value of agricultural output in 2012 stood at NIS 28.95 billion (NIS 17.4 billion – crops; NIS 11.6 billion – livestock and livestock products). Compared to 2011, there was an increase of approximately 1.7% in the output value (an increase of about 2.1% in livestock and livestock products, and of 1.4% in crops); this stemmed from an increase in the output volume (quantity) of 4.9% that was offset by a decrease in the output prices of 2.9%. 
· There was an increase of 27.4% in the output of grains and legumes in 2012, which originated mainly from an increase in the output of wheat and barley. There was a smaller increase of 5.1% in the output of animals for meat, which originated mainly from an increase in the quantity of poultry production. In contrast, there was a decrease of about 3.9% in the output of vegetables, potatoes and melons in 2012. 
· In 2012, there was an increase of 16.1% in the quantity of citrus fruit for export, compared with 2011. In contrast, there was a decrease in the export of potatoes (-16.9%) and cotton lint (-14.3%).  
· The import of cucumbers increased from 1,300 tons in 2011 to 6,000 tons in 2012 (the import of cucumbers was due to a hard winter that influenced the blossoming and the harvest, which caused high wholesale prices). Additionally, the import of onions increased from 3,400 tons to 6,700 tons. 
· The value of agricultural input increased by 4.3% in 2012. This increase originated mainly from an increase in the prices of fuel, lubricants and electricity, fertilizers and pesticides, water, and fodder. 
· In 2012, there was a decrease of 12.9% in the export of organic agriculture, which stood at 66,700 tons (mainly vegetables and field crops). 
Food Supply Balance Sheet (Chapter 19) 

· 3,700 kilocalories per capita were made available to the public in 2011; 35% came from cereal and cereal products; 16% came from oils and fats, 9% from fruits, and vegetables and melons, 11% from meat, and 8% from milk and dairy products. There were also 117 grams of protein per capita available to the public, half of which originated from animals, and 141 grams of fat, 65% of which originated from vegetable sources and the rest from animal sources, of which 21% was from meat.  
· In 2011, Israel supplied, on average per capita: 197 kg of vegetables and melons, 204 kg of fruit, 137 kg of cereals and cereal products, 186 kg of milk and milk products, 43 kg of potatoes and potato starch, 29 kg of sugar and sweets, 72 kg meat, 7 kg of fish, and 250 eggs.
· There was a steady decline from 1950 - 2000 in the relative share of total calories supplied by cereals and cereal products (from 48% to 31%). Since 2000, there has been a slight increase in the share of cereals, and in 2011 it stood at 35%.    

· The proportion of oils and fats in the supply of calories has increased gradually from 13% in 1950 to 16% in 2011. 

Environment (Chapter 1, Chapter 27)

· The Dead Sea continues to recede at a rate of over one meter per year and in December 2012 reached an unprecedented low of -426.8 meters below sea level – a drop of 1.3 meters compared to the previous year.  

· The water level of the Sea of Galilee in November 2012 was -212.4 meters below sea level, compared with -213.7 in 2011. The average lake salinity decreased from 273 to 263 milligrams of chloride per liter compared to 2011 (according to the Ministry of Health's public health regulations, the desired maximum concentration of chloride in drinking water is 250 milligrams per liter). 

· In 2011, the average percentage of exceedance results of bacterial (intestinal enterococcus) detection tests at the beaches stood at 5.9% in 2012 (compared with 3.4% in the previous year). The beaches with most exceedance results were Hof HaSharon in Herzliyya (16.2% of the tests) and Hof Sheraton in Tel Aviv (15.7% of the tests). 

· There was an increase in the total quantity of wastewater treated in treatment plants – 479 million cubic meters in 2012 compared to 461 million cubic meters in 2011. 

· There continued to be a decrease in emissions of pollutants from motor vehicles: From 2000 to 2012, the emissions from motor vehicles decreased as follows: Carbon monoxide (CO) by about 60%, sulfur oxides (SO2) by about 96%, hydrocarbons (HC) by about 56%, nitrogen oxides (NOX) by about 62%, and suspended particulate matter (SPM) emissions decreased by about 68%. There decreases were a result of technological improvements and improved fuel quality. 

· There was an increase in emissions of pollutants from the generation of electricity in 2012 compared with 2011: Emissions of suspended particulate matter (SPM) increased by a rate of 68%, an increase of 25% in sulfur dioxide (SO2) and an increase of 13% in carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. These increases originate from the increased use of coal, fuel oil and diesel oil and less use of natural gas. 

· In 2011, approximately 78.5 million tons of greenhouse gases were emitted in Israel, in terms of carbon dioxide (CO2), compared with 76.9 in 2010. The emission per capita in 2011 stood at approximately 10.1 tons. The increase in emissions from 2010 to 2011 was mainly due to a change in the basket of fuels used in the energy industry (less use of natural gas) and from an increase in the use of the greenhouse gases containing fluoride from the HFC family. 
· Total household and commercial waste stood at approximately 4.9 million tons in 2012 in Israel (compared with 4.8 in the previous year); the national average is approximately 1.72 kg of waste per capita per day. 

· In 2012, the planted forest area increased by 4.7% and reached 1,107,000 dunam. The areas consumed by fire were approximately 7,000 duman.  
Energy (Chapter 21) 
Energy Balance

· Primary energy supply from natural gas decreased in 2011, compared with 2010, from 5,000 t.o.e. to 4,611 t.o.e.,
 a decrease of 7.8%. Primary energy supply from crude oil and coal remained unchanged.
· Electricity production rose slightly (1.6%) in 2011, compared to 2010, from -5,032.5 t.o.e. to 5,114.7 t.o.e. 

Press Release: Israel's Energy Balance – 2010-2011 

Transport and Communication (Chapter 24)

· Railway – In 2012, more than 40 million passengers traveled on the railway, and increase of about 13% compared with 2009-2011, years in which there was no significant change in the number of passengers. In 2012, an increase of approximately 38% was recorded in the number of passenger trams and of about 49% in the number of seats in the railway. There was an increase of about 5% in the length of railway tracks, following a similar increase in 2011.
· Ports – In 2012, there was an increase of approximately 3.1% in freight traffic to and from Israel. This followed an increase of approximately 3.6% in 2011. In 2012, 26,947,000 tons of goods were unloaded at Israel's ports of trade, an increase of 6.1% compared with 2011. In addition, 19,401,000 tons of goods were loaded, a decrease of about 0.8% compared with 2011.
· Road accidents with casualties that were investigated by the Israel Police - In 2012, there was a decrease of approximately 12% in the number of road accidents with casualties (not including the Judea and Samaria Area).
· The number of persons killed in road accidents in 2012 was the lowest in the past 49 years: 263 persons killed in 2012, compared with 341 persons killed in 2011, a decrease of about 23% (not including the Judea and Samaria Area). 
· Motor Vehicles - In 2012, 268,000 vehicles were added to the number of vehicles, of which approximately 230,000 were new vehicles. During this period approximately 190,000 vehicles were subtracted from that total, so the net addition to the number of vehicles amounted to only about 78,000 vehicles, compared with an addition of 117,000 vehicles in 2011. 
· In 2012 there were 411,700 vehicles powered by diesel, about 14.9% of all vehicles. The percentage of private vehicles that use diesel fuel continued to increase, and reached 70,100 in 2012, which comprised 3.1% of all private vehicles. In 2012, about 12,000 vehicles were powered by natural gas (about 10,000 in 2011), of which about 9,300 were private vehicles (about 6,200 in 2011).
International Comparison of Motor Vehicles, Level of Motorization, Road Accidents with Causalities and Fatalities (Tables 28.23, 28.24 and 28.25)  

· The level of motorization in Israel is relatively lower than other countries. In 2010, there were 334 vehicles traveling per 1,000 residents in Israel, in the USA – 824, in Austria – 661, in Switzerland – 649, and in the Czech Republic – 573. 

· In 2010, the rate of fatalities in road accidents in Israel stood at approximately 5 deaths per 100,000 residents. This rate was recorded also in Denmark, Japan, Spain, and Finland. A higher rate was recorded in the United States, Greece, Korea, and Romania, where the rate of fatalities reached 11 per 100,000 residents. 
· The rate of persons killed per billion kilometers traveled in Israel stood at 7 killed persons, similar to the United States and France. The rate was lower than Estonia, Belgium, Hungary, Turkey, Greece, Slovenia, and Romania, and higher than Australia, Denmark, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Norway, Spain, Finland, and Switzerland.  

�  Not including foreign workers, whose number is estimated at approximately 202,000 in 2012 (a portion of them have stayed in Israel less than a year). Illegal immigrants (undocumented entrants into Israel who did not enter through recognized border crossings) are also not included. 


�  Including non-Arab Christians and those not classified by religion in the Ministry of Interior.


� "Origin": For persons born abroad – own continent of birth; for persons born in Israel – father's continent of birth. 


�  Jerusalem, Tel Aviv-Yafo, Haifa, Ashdod, Rishon LeZiyyon, and Petah Tiqwa. 


�  The rest of the cities are: Be'er Sheva, Bene Beraq, Bat Yam, Holon and Ramat Gan. 


�  The average number of children a women is expected to bear in her lifetime; the rate is based on the assumption that all the women will survive for the entire period of their fertility (between the ages 15 and 49), and that they will give birth according to the specific birth rates of women of the age they were in 2012. 


�  The migration balance of residents is the difference between residents who departed abroad for a stay of a year or more and residents who returned after a stay abroad of a year or more. 


� A household is defined as one person or a group of persons living together in one dwelling on a permanent basis most of the week, who have a common expense budget for food. A household may include persons who are not a family.


�  Registered at social services: Anyone registered at social services, whether or not they have been defined as needing intervention. (Need for intervention: The reason an individual applies or is referred to a department of social services).


� Rate of persons registered: The number of persons registered for social services departments per 1,000 persons in the general population. 


�  The population of the Social Survey does not include persons living in an assisted living institution. 


�  Study includes institutions under the supervision of the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of the Economy. 


�  The Open University is a unique institution in Israeli academic environment. It does not have a process of candidates for studies for a first degree. Admissions are without conditions and previous requirements. It is possible to study a single course or a battery of courses, or to pursue a full program of study toward a Bachelor's degree. Applicants joining the Open University student body are not required to enroll in a faculty or department, but rather in specific courses. An individual enrolled in a course becomes a student of the Open University. In addition to students studying for a degree, there are students studying not for the sake of a degree, and therefore the Open University is counted separately.    


� T.o.e. �(Tons of oil equivalent) – This unit of measurement is used to represent energy consumption, and enables the summation of various energy products after they are converted into a uniform unit of measurement equivalent to the value of one ton of oil. 





For explanations and clarifications, please contact the Press Relations Unit, at 02-652-7845
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