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ABSTRACT

Nearly one million immigrants from the former USSR arrived in Israel in 1990-2004. This is
the largest group of immigrants arriving during that period.

There are considerable social, economic and cultural differences among groups of immigrants
from the former USSR. Therefore this paper does not regard the immigrants as one unit but
suggests to divide them into four groups by geographic origin. This division has been based
on geographical-physical, social and cultural considerations.

The four geographic-origin groups of immigrants are as follows:

(1) Immigrants from the western republics (Russia, except for the Caucasus region at the
south, Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia);

(2) Immigrants from the Asian republics (Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tadzhikistan,
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan);

(3) Immigrants from Georgia and Armenia;

(4) Immigrants from the Caucasus region (Azerbaijan and the south of Russia).

The main purpose of the paper is to examine the educational achievements in 2003/04 of 12th
grade pupils who immigrated from the former USSR, and to analyze the differences among
the various groups. The educational achievements are based on the results of the matriculation
examinations and on entitlement to matriculation certificate. The results indicate that there is
an hierarchy among the four groups where the pupils from the western republics attained the
best achievements, in the middle level are the pupils from the Asian republics, Georgia and
Armenia, and those from the Caucasus region are classified at the lower level.

Key words: Former USSR, immigration and absorption, drop-out rates, matriculation
examinations, matriculation examination grades, entitlement to a matriculation certificate,
meeting university entrance requirements.
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