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[...] test accommodations are designed to promote fairness in
testing and to lead to more accurate interpretations of students'
test scores. However, if the accommodation leads to an unfair
advantage for the students who get them, for example, if everyone
would benefit from the accommodation, then the scores from
accommodated exams may be invalidly inflated, which would be
unfair to students who do not receive accommodations.
(Sireci, Scarpati and Li 2005: 458-9)

A variety of findings raise doubts about the quality of scores

obtained with assessment accommodations. The high frequency

of accommodations [...] itself raises questions about possibly

inappropriate use.

(Koretz 1997: VI)
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Abstract

There is a growing awareness in Israel of students with learning disabilities, and the education
system is consequently required to provide for their special needs. The provision of test
accommodations implies the challenge of providing a fair opportunity while maintaining the test's
validity. As the provision of accommodations implies expensive diagnosing, it raises the question
whether parents who can afford it make an excessive use of accommodations, which may provide
an advantage in test scores.

This research attempts to answer the question whether there are differences between the scores of
students who received test accommodations and those of similar abilities who did not receive such
accommodations, while trying to account for the role of the socio-economic status in the
explanation of such differences. The students' scores at the GEMS tests were used to account for
the students' abilities. The analysis focuses on the test subjects of English and Mathematics. The
recipients of accommodations were identified using the Ministry of Education's file including the
accommodations received since 9" grade. Low rates of accommodation recipients at the Arab
sector precluded the use of detailed analyses on this population, and therefore they were excluded
from most of the analyses.

Findings: About 20 percent of 12"-grade students (including Arab education) who sat for both the
Matriculation and GEMS examinations received accommodations in English and Mathematics.
The rate of accommodation recipients in Arab education (5.7%) is substantially lower than in
Hebrew education (23.9%).

The rate of accommodation recipients is negatively correlated with the score achieved at the
GEMS examinations. Among students of similar abilities, the rate of accommodation recipients is
positively correlated with the mother's level of education, the parents' income level and the socio-
economic level of the locality of residence. Regression analyses prove that the scores of students
with Level 1 accommodations (which pose the least threat to the tests' validity) are similar to
those of students of similar ability who did not receive any accommaodations: the score differences
were found to be non-significant in both English and Mathematics. The scores of Level 2
accommodation recipients in both subjects were found to be lower than those of similar students
who did not receive any accommodations. This notwithstanding, even this gap becomes non
significant when tested on 3-unit and 5-unit Matriculation examinations in Mathematics and 4-unit
examinations in English.

Therefore, even though a correlation was found between the socio-economic background of the
student's family and the probability to receive accommodations, the extensive use of
accommodations does not confer higher scores than those obtained by students who did not
receive any accommodations.

Key words: learning disabilities, Matriculation examinations, accommodations,

student achievements, socio-economic background, standardized scores
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