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Comparative Analysis of wages and work indicators from the
Income tax records of wage-earners.

Abstract

The income tax file is the foundation stone of the matched employee-employer data
base, a file that allows for the linking of two registers that are in use in the CBS, the
Population Register and the Business Register. Both of these registers are rich in data

with high statistical and research value.

The matched employer-employee data base has been built in a modular format and is
open to expansion by providing additional information on employees and employers
and by expending the time periods covered. It is a database that allows investigation of
the labour market from different points of view, according to different characteristics,

different time periods and over time.

For years the CBS has been publishing data from surveys and from the National
Insurance Institute on employees and employee jobs including their numbers and wage
levels. In order to evaluate the quality of the data of the income tax file for the year
2000, we carried out a comparative analysis of different measures in the income tax file
with those of the Labour Force Survey (LFS), the Income Survey and National
Insurance Institute data. The comparison was done on the basis of a reconciled
population and a common time period. The data from the income tax file are sufficiently
close to the data in other sources: the number of employees is 3.9% lower than the same
in the LFS. Average wage per employee is 6.5% greater than that of the Income
Survey. Average wage per employee post is 2.1% higher than National Insurance

Institute wage measures.
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