1. General

The Central Bureau of Statistics publishes yearly data on persons licenced to drive in Israel at the end of 2015. The data include information on type of vehicle on which they are licenced to drive, year licence was first issued, sex, age, district, sub-district and locality of residence, driving restrictions and additional characteristics.

The Central Bureau of Statistics' database is based on a yearly administrative file received each year from the Ministry of Transport.

This publication also includes a comparative table for previous years.

2.
Main Findings

Persons licenced to drive in Israel and their share in the population

At the end of 2015 the number of persons licenced to drive motor vehicles reached approximately 4,019,600. During that year the number of persons licenced to drive increased by 109,000; i.e., an increase of approximately 2.8% compared to the end of 2014, while The population increased by only 2.0% during the same period.
The average number of persons licenced to drive per motor vehicle was approximately 1.3 (as in 2014). 

The number of persons licenced to drive per one thousand residents reached approximately 475 at the end of 2015; i.e., one licence-holder for every 2.1 residents, or one licence-holder for every 1.4 residents age 17 or over (as in 2014).
Licenced to drive,
 by type of vehicle

In 2015, there were approximately 4,019,600 persons licenced to drive a private car or a commercial vehicle with a gross weight of up to 3.5 tons (up to 4 tons for those whose licence was issued before 2007); approximately 470,000 were licenced to drive trucks with a gross weight over 3.5 tons, of which approximately 157,000 were licenced to drive a truck with a gross weight of over 12 tons; approximately 566,000 were licenced to drive motorcycles; approximately 104,000 were licenced to drive a taxi; approximately 67,000 were licenced to drive a bus;
 and approximately 41,000 were licenced to drive a road tractor.

In non-Jewish localities with 10,000 and more residents, of all persons licenced to drive, the relative share of those licenced to drive a truck is greater than the national average. In the locality of Kuseife the relative share was about 53%. in Ar’ara-BaNegev the relative share was 51%, and in the localities of Rahat, Laqye, Hura, Tel Sheva, Majdal Shams and Kafar Qasem, it was 37%–48% (the national average is 11.7%). The relative share of those licenced to drive a motorcycle in the localities of Tel Aviv-Yafo, Giv’atayim, Ramat Gan, Elat, Azor, Binyamina-Giv’at Ada, Ramat HaSharon, Yehud, and Qiryat Ono reached 21%–24% (the national average is 14.1%). The relative share of persons licenced to drive a taxi was high in the localities of Kuseife, Elat and Kafar Qasem and reached 7%–10% (the national average is 2.6%).
Persons licenced to drive,
 by year licence was first issued, age and sex

Similar to the previous year, approximately 86% of all persons licenced to drive have had a licence for more than five years (i.e., the licence was first issued prior to 2011), and approximately 6% have had a licence for less than two years (i.e., the licence was issued in 2014-2015).

The distribution of persons licenced to drive according to age shows that approximately 79,760 (approximately 2.0%) are aged 18 or younger, and approximately 439,300 (approximately 10.9%) are aged 65 and older, of which approximately 119,400 (approximately 3.0%) are aged 75 and older. Approximately 80% of the population in the age group 25-54 are licenced to drive, whereas in the age group 65 and older, only approximately 48% are licenced to drive.

The number of women who are licenced to drive reached approximately 1,741,000 at the end of 2015 (an increase of approximately 3.3% compared with the end of 2014). Their share of the population of persons licenced to drive increased from 40% ten years ago to 43% in 2015.
Driving Restrictions

Approximately 37% of all persons licenced to drive have some type of driving restriction. The main restriction is the requirement to wear glasses or contact lenses while driving (approximately 29% of all licenced to drive).
3.
Terms, Definitions and Explanations

Licenced to drive (previously "Number of drivers"): the entire population of persons with Israeli licences who had a valid driver’s licence, or a licence which expired during the previous year. Does not include persons licenced to drive only tractors and/or agricultural vehicles.

Licenced to drive, by type of vehicle: The data in the tables by type of vehicle do not sum up to the grand total, since some persons are licenced to drive more than one type of vehicle.

The classification of licence categories is harmonized with the European classification (licence categories are shown in Latin letters). 

· B – Licenced to drive a private car – all those who are licenced to drive a private or commercial vehicle whose gross weight is up to 3.5 tons, and for those whose licence was issued before 2007, up to 4.0 tons. The minimum age to receive this licence is 16.9 years.
· C1 – Licenced to drive a truck whose gross weight is up to 12 tons, and for those whose licence was issued before 2007, up to 15 tons. The minimum age to receive this licence is 18 years.
· C – Licenced to drive a truck whose gross weight is over 12 tons. The minimum age to receive this licence is 19 years.
· D1 – Licenced to drive a taxi. The minimum age to receive this licence is 21 years.
· D – Licenced to drive a bus. The minimum age to receive this licence is 21 years with at least two years with licence B or C.
· E – Licenced to drive a road tractor. The minimum age to receive this licence is 20 years with at least one year with licence C.
· Motorcycle
· A2 – Licenced to drive a motorcycle with up to 125 cc (up to 14.6 horsepower). The minimum age to receive this licence is 16 years.
·  A1 – Licenced to drive a motorcycle with up to 33 horsepower (up to 25 kilowatt), and for those whose licence was issued before 2007, up to 500 cc. The minimum age to receive this licence is 18 years.
·  A – Licenced to drive a motorcycle with over 33 horsepower (over 25 kilowatt), and for those whose licence was issued before 2007, over 500 cc. The minimum age to receive this licence is 21 years.
Road motor vehicle: A land road vehicle that runs on mechanical power and that is intended for carrying persons or goods or for hauling a trailer. Excluding land motor vehicles running on rails.

Private car: A vehicle designed to transport 8 passengers in addition to the driver and is not a public or a commercial vehicle or a motorcycle (a person licensed to drive a private car – see above).

Truck: A rigid road motor vehicle designed to carry goods. As 1978, excluding dual-purpose vehicle (that were transferred to the category of private cars). As of 1993, excluding minibuses (which were defined as a separate type of vehicle). As of 1996, excluding special trucks for passengers (which were transferred to the category of buses). 

The total number of persons licenced to drive trucks whose gross weight is up to 12 tons is identical to the total number of all persons licenced to drive a truck. The number of persons licenced to drive only a truck whose weight is up to 12 tons, is derived by subtracting the number of those licenced to drive truck whose weight is over 12 tons from the total number.

Motorcycle: A motor vehicle with two or three wheels, described in its licence as a motorcycle, including tricycle and motorcycle with sidecar.

The total number of persons licenced to drive a motorcycle whose engine capacity is up to 125 cc (A2), is identical to the total number of all persons licenced to drive a motorcycle. The number of licenced to drive only a motorcycle whose engine capacity is up to 125 cc, is derived by subtracting the number of those licenced to drive motorcycle A1 (whose engine capacity is 126–500 cc) from the total number.

In 1993 the Licencing Authority reduced the number of categories of driver’s licences for motorcycles (two-wheeled or three-wheeled motor vehicles) to three, according to engine capacity: up to 50 cc, 51-500 cc and over 500 cc. In practical terms, a person licenced before to drive a motorcycle whose engine capacity is up to 250 cc (motor scooter), is allowed, as of 1993, to drive a motorcycle whose engine capacity is up to 500 cc. This change in the definition of categories of licences caused a significant increase in 1993 in the number of persons licenced to drive, relative to the number of motorcycles of the same engine capacity.

In 2007, following adjustments made in order to suit the European classifications, a change was made in the 3 categories that were introduced in 1993, as described above. The categories in this publication match the new categories that appear in Latin letters. For example in category A1 included are all persons licenced to drive who were issued a motorcycle licence starting in 2007 according to the new categories, and also those licenced to drive a motorcycle who were issued a licence up to 2006 and were licenced to drive a motorcycle with an engine capacity of 500 cc.
Year licence was issued:

· Vehicles with 4 wheels and more – The year that the licence was first issued, with no consideration of the type of vehicle for which the licence was issued. For example: 8,667 persons licenced to drive a truck were first issued their licence in 2006 for a private car or directly for a truck (see Table 2).

· Vehicles with less than 4 wheels (motorcycle) – year highest licence category was issued.

Driving Restriction: A restriction that applies to a driver while driving and appears in the driver's licence. A driver can have several restrictions. Examples of restriction are wearing glasses or contact lenses while driving, driving a vehicle that has special provisions for a disabled person, and restrictions due to regulations applying to a "New Driver". As of July 1995, the “New Driver” restriction is for a period of two years.

District and Sub-District: The districts and sub-districts are defined according to the official administrative division of the State of Israel, which includes 6 districts and 15 sub-districts.

Including Israeli localities in the Judea and Samaria Area. 

Population Group:
· Jews

· Arabs: Moslems, Arab Christians and Druze

· Total: Also includes non-Arab Christians, members of other religions and not classified by religion in the Ministry of interior. 

4. Methodology

A. The investigated population

The entire population of persons with Israeli licences to drive, who had a valid driver’s licence, or a licence which expired during the previous year. Does not include persons licenced to drive only tractors and/or agricultural vehicles.

B. The investigated period

The data in this publication refers to all persons licenced to drive on 31 December 2015, and also includes a historical table (Table 1).
C. Method of investigation

The Central Bureau of Statistics' database is based on a yearly administrative file received each year from the Licencing Authority of the Ministry of Transport.

D. Handling of data 
The data received the Central Bureau of Statistics goes through a process of reception, checking and data processing.

E. Reliability of data

The number of persons licenced to drive that appears in this publication is census-based (a count of all persons licenced to drive). The data is not biased by sampling errors; however there may be mistakes in registration, symbols, data entry and processing.


The data also includes persons with Israeli licences who do not reside permanently in Israel, as well as foreign persons licenced to drive who reside permanently in Israel.

�	Some are licenced to drive in several types of vehicles.


�	Includes those with special permits to drive a bus in times of emergency only.


�	Some are licenced to drive in several types of vehicles.
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